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Mv DEAR Brethren,— 

When I contemplate tlie multitudes arouud me 
whose minds "the god of this world hath blinded, LEST 
the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto themi" and consider, 
moreover, the numerous sects, who, with "a zeal of 
God.but uot according to knowledge," are daily going 
about to establish their own righteousness, not sub- 
mitting themselves to the righteousness of God ; and 
then regard the few, the very few, who, with a single 
eye to his glory, and to the honour that coraeih from 
Him only, are seeking to get wisdom and under- 
standing, " watching daily at his gates, waiting at the 
posts of his doors," I am much pressed in spirit, and 
long most earnestly to bring before your minds the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, as manifested by brethren in the 
west of Scotland. And, in announcing to you this 
fresh instance of the mercy of our God, in again 
visiting and refreshing his people with a sprinkling of 
the latter rain, (a fruit of the Pentecostal effusion of 
the Spirit; for "in the wilderness shall waters break 
out, and streams in (he desert : and the parched 
ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land 
springs of water,") I cannot but consider it as an 
earnest of the revival of a woik in our day, — a work 
which, growing into more open ma'a\^e?.VaM\ti'Q, ^■aS^ 
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reveal the arm of the Lord made bare, and going 
fortb with his church in the might of his Spirit, 
crowning her with the diadem of his beauty and of 
his glory. 

Accept, then, this service of love ; and be not 
offended although, in the following pages, frequent 
repetitions should meet your eye. The Scriptures 
teach us, by "precept upon precept, precept upon pre- 
cept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little and 
there a little :" and if, in following their example, I 
have chosen rather to offend the ear, than to trifle 
with the best interests of an immortal spirit, I look 
with confidence to my brethren for their pardon ; and 
to the Lord alone for his blessing, and ** the recom- 
pence of reward/' 

Yours, in the bonds of the Gospel, 

J. THOMPSON. 

Hampstead, AfarcA 1831. 



ERRATA. 

Page 31 line 29, for "fear," &c. read " fear not, little flock.*' 

36 24 read ; because 

25, read truth. Now 

4.1 33, deie it is 

46 ^— 3,/ar in read with 

55 30, for had been read was 

56 28, after sealed read Again — " Father, glorify thy 

name. Then came tbere a voice from heaven, 
saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it 
again.'* Already had the Father's name been gio- 
fied, when his Son was sealed by the Spirit as that 
righteous One who could truly 8ay, " Thus it be- 
cometh us to fulfil all righteousness.** And it was 
presently to be again glorified, when he should be 
"justified in the Spirit ** by the resurrection from 
the dead, and exaltation to *< the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in the heavens ;*' as was 
foreshewn on the mount of transfiguration. 

— 61 — — 15, dele and 

76, note, line 18, /or rising, &c., read fall and rising again* 

gs 3, /or sealing read sealed. 




" Light is sown for tbe righteous, and wisdom 
crieth in oor streets : " let «s, then, with open ear 
listen to her cry, and not lean to our own nnder- 
standingj but commit our way unto the Lord, and 
trust also in him, and he shall brin^ it to pass. And, 
while encouraging each other in the Lord, and cast- 
ing our burden upon him, that we may not be dismayed 
before him at these signs of bis near approach, let 
us carefully suppress every rising emotion or ihought 
wbichmightprejudge tbe voice of a brother's testimony 
unto the truth; lest, under the powerful influence of 
an unsubdued and impassioned will, "because of the 
blindness of our hearts," we should be found contend- 
ing against God ; aud thus haply be left to reject that 
which, to the conscience delivered from tbe thraldom of 
prejudice and tradition, might have proved unto us a 
message from Heaven. And restassured, thatnone 
ever set themselves with their whole hearts, and not 
feignedly, to turn unto the Lord, and to seek bis face 
by prayer and fasting, chastening themselves and re- 
fraining iheir spirits before bim, and waiting patiently 
and with confidence for bis blessing, whose expec- 
tation be disappointed, or whom he delivered over 
into the hands of their enemies. WheTeCd&, "^^w. 
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those doubts in approaching to our Father, asthoagb 
he were no looger the Hearer and the Answerer of 
prayer, or the same Father of Lights, from whom 
comelh down every good gift and every perfect gift, 
and with whom is no variableness or shadow of turn- 
ing. Just as though He from whom cometh the pre- 
paration of the heart and the answer of the tongue 
could ever cease to be the mouth and wisdom of all bis 
confiding children; dispobingtheirminds with all readi- 
ness to abhor the evil, and to cleave to that which is 
good. He will not, because he cannot deny himself: 
while, therefore, we are not left in ignorance of Satan's 
d<ivices, how, with all sabtilty and deceivahleness of 
unrighteousness, he will strive lo involve in mystery 
and darkness the counsel of Ihe Lord, we have yet 
great cause of joy in the assurance that " the path of 
the just is as the shining light, that shinetb more and 
more unto the perfect day," And so every additional 
ray of light that points to this palh will be hailed by 
us us the light that shinelh in a dark place : enabling 
us the more earnestly to contend for the faith once 
delivered to the saints, under (he full conviction that, 
" if a man strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, 
except he strive lawfully." 

In a narrative of facts inseparable from certain 
doctrines, those doctrines must be continually pre- 
sented to our consideration. On this account 1 
desire most affectionately to warn my brethren against 
the conclasion, that the mere circumstance of the.<e 
doctrines having a place in their creed, is a sufficient 
evidence of their having a knowledge of them. For 
it roust b^ admitted, that the confession of the lip 
to truth, and (he knowledge of it with an under- 
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standing heart, do not always meet in the san# 
person : witness how sadly and fearfully the form ex- 
ists where its power is altogeliier unknown. Indeed, 
the strong conviction of my own mind is, that the germ 
of much, if not of all, the infidelity of the church 
in the present day may be traced to the two following 
sources of error : the first originating in a secret per- 
suasion of the heart, that our freedom from the law 
of sin and death is, in some way or other, derived to 
us by imputation only, and not in any way or measure 
really received by us until the day of our resurrection. 
Righteousness is indeed by imputation, but by impu- 
tation as the source whence is derived to us the law of 
the spirit of life which is planted in our soul, fulUlliDg 
"the righteousness of the law in us, who walk not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit : " viewing it otherwise, 
it becomes a cloak for licentiousness, and a liberty to 
SID. Under such a fatal delusion, it ought not to be a 
matter of surprise that men should be found livingin 
the mere profession of a life, and amusing themselves 
with the name of liberty on their lips, while the spirit 
of bondage reigns in their heart. " For when ye were 
servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness ; but 
now, being made free from sin, and become servants 
of God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life." For, brethren, " ye have been called 
unto liberty, only use not liberty for an occasion to 
the flesh, but by love serve one another." Of all folly 
surely that is the greatest which before God glories 
in appearance, and not in heart. Such a melancholy 
condition of a state of unrighteousness is exhibited 
by the Holy Spirit in these words: "For when 
iBj speak great swelling words of vanity " ljic«i^\i'^» 



doubtless, of their Christiau liberty and exemption 
from boEidage), "they allure, through the lusts of 
the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were 
clean escaped from those who live id error. While 
they promise them liberty, tbey themselves are the 
servants of corruption ; for of whom a man is over- 
come, of the same is he brought in bondage." " H« 
that committeth sin is the servaDt of sin." And never, 
until the Spirit bath made na free, can we hecome 
free indeed, and the sons of God, who abide in the 
house of their Lord for ever. Now, " whosoever abid- 
eth in him sioneth not: whosoever siiinetb hath not 
seeu him, oeither known him. Little children, let do 
man deceive you: he that doeth riglrieousuess is 
righteous, even as he is righteous. Because it is 
written. Be ye holy, for I am holy." 

The second source of error is necessarily conse- 
quent on the first. For sucb men, not liking to 
retain in their minds the knowledge of God in power, 
soon acquire the searing habit of divorcing from 
his word the Lord the Spirit. And this bond once 
broken, instend of an incorruptible seed, the living 
and abiding word sown in an honest heart, rooted 
and grounded by faith, we have a sowing to the flesh 
of certain abstract notions of the truth which feed its 
vanity and float in the imuginalion a lifeleKS, |>ower- 
less abortion. Yet we are hound to give thanks 
to God always for the remnant, the true circumci- 
sion, whom God hath reserved iinto himself, because 
they have not bowed their kntes to the Baal of these 
last days, but, full of faith, are waiting for (becoming 
of their Lord in his kingdom. These do not receive 
is vain the word of bis grace, but enter into the 
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fuluess of the truth which testifies, " The words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." 
They know also that it will be found no idle tale, 
that in the last day these words shall become iheir 
judge, even as now they are " the discerner of the 
thoughta aod intents of the heart." For " the word 
of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asun- 
der of soul aud spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart ; neither is there any creature that is not mani- 
fest in his sight" — in the sight of Ihe living Word, 
which was from the heginning; " for the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God." ^ull of majesty 
is the voice of the Lord, and clothed in power. He 
spake, saying, " Let there be light, and there was 
light :" and, lo ! the whole creation in all its beauty 
and glory came into present being ; and by the word 
of his power it is now upheld. Say who among 
Ihe sons of men can tell the might and power oflhis 
living and abiding word, who for us was made ilesh, 
and, now glorified, is become the Second Adam, 
the Lord from heaven, a quickening Spirit, even the 
Spirit of Christ, in that incorruptible seed which is 
received by faith regenerating the soul: "so that who- 
soever is born of God doth not commit sin, for iiis 
SEED remaineth in him, and he cannot sin, because 
be is born of God." Wherefore, ye sons of God, re- 
member that ye are wedded not lo Jesus in the flesh 
(for as such know we Him no more, 2 Cor. v. 16),bBl 
to another, even lo the risen Lord, and that partaking 
of bis word and Spirit ye parlake also of his power and 
glory, being raised up together, and made to s.\t.^«a- 
b3 
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getherio tbe heavenlies. Accordingly, your Lord sajs, 
" If ye abide in me, and my words abide iu you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done UDto you." 
To tbe mau who abidetb in Jesus, and wbo keepeth ' 
his word, is this promise given, the promise of aa 
unconditional and of an all-prevailing power; ■ 
power derived from a oneness with Christ by the in- 
dwelling of tbe living word, and of the Holy Spirit; 
proving thereby that in us, verily, is tbe love of God 
perfected, because as he is so are we in this world; 
forasmuch as we are manifestly declared to be tbe 
epistle of Christ, written not with ink but with the 
Spirit of the living God ; not on tables of stone 
but on (leKhly tables of the heart. Nor will this 
sound strange Ja tbe ear of those who hearken to 
the voice of their Lord, saying unto them, " As the 
living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father, 
so he that eatelh me, even he shall live by me ;" for 
they can answer, " Thy words were found, and I did 
eat them." Since " man liveth nut by bread alone, bat 
by every word which proceedelh from the mouth of 
God." Indeed, " except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
Mbd, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 
It is the Spirit that quickeneth; tbe ttesh profiteth 
nothing: the words that I speak unto you they are 
spirit and they are life." Seeing, then, that we have 
such a ground of assurance in the living Word that 
abidetb in us, let us take heed to our spirits, that 
we turn not from Him wbo speaketh to us from 
heaven, lest, in an evil heart of unbelief, we should 
be tempted to say. Who shall ascend into hearen, 
or who shall descend into the deep, to bring Christ 
before us ! forgetting that " the word is nigh the^^ 
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even io thy mouth and in thy heart ; thul is, the word 
of faith which we preach," and which is spirit and 
life unto our souls, and in our mouth the sword of 
the Spirit; a savour of desith uiilo deuth, or of life 
unto life to all around. We conclude, then, that " faith 
comclh by bearing, and hearing by the word of God." 
Butthe ear of faith, to receive the word as spirit and 
as hfe, is the gilt of God: and wanting Ibis, the 
purest and most orthodox form of sound words may 
be held quite apart from an aoquaiutauce with the 
life of which it tenches the knowledge. Multitudes 
caught in this suare of Satan are now walking about 
in a vain shew, unable to deliver their souls, or see 
the lie that is in their right hand. How cunningly 
does the arch-deceiver invest them with a name to 
live, while yet they are dead '. How artfully does he 
continue la rob them of the garb of righteousness! 
while, to conceal from their eyes the shame of their 
nakedness, he veils it under a form of godliness, 
which, so far from receiving, actually denies the 
power thereof, " Surely there is no enchantment 
against Jacob, neither is (here any divination against 
Israel." Wherefore, then, should the enemy so migh- 
tily prevail against us, that we should be as (hough 
we were sold to do this iniquity; that a vanquished 
foe, and powerless, except in so far as we give place 
to bis seductive wiles, should yet so fatally allure us 
with an admiration of the casket to the utter neglect 
of the pearl which it contains ? It is, indeed, passing 
strange how, as with the fascination of a spell, he 
should thus be able to rivet our eyes upon the bcauly 
of its exterior, and so effectually conceal from their 
sight the riches that are within. Woe unto a genera- 
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tion which can tlius trifle with their God, od tlie verj 
brink of destruction ! Of such a people it will be 
fouDcl awfully true, " therefore hath heli enlarged 
herself." 

My dear brethren, sufTer this word of exhortation, 
and read, and consider it well, as in the sight of the 
unseen God, whose word is with jrou, discerning the 
heart. Let his arm be your trust, your only trust, 
and pray with lue that His name may be gloriiied in 
his servants, and in all to whom the word of this testi- 
mony may come. And that the Lord, in giving free 
course to his word, may not iillow the conviction of 
any brother to stand in the enticing words of man's 
wisdom, but in the power of God. For all glorying 
in man is sin, and " the wisdom of man is foolisUness 
with God ; and the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men." Wherefore it much concerns us in all our 
intercourse and communion with each other, whether 
by word or in person, to follow the example of one 
who, walking in the steps of bis Master, could say, 
" For do I yet seek to persuade men, or God ? but 
if I sought to please men I should no longer be the 
servant of Christ." In our natural slate we are 
averse to the knowledge of the truth; and flesh, whe- 
ther in the natural or in the regenerate man (when 
Buffered to revive), resists the will and quenches the 
Spirit of God, so that it will be found true of all, 
" He th3.tspeaketk of himself seekeXh his own glory ; 
but he that seekeih His glory that sent him the same 
is true, and no unrighteousness is in him." Alas ! 
" how can we believe which receive honour one 
of another, and seek not the honour that cometh 
from God only I " bat act as if we deemed it the seo- 
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tenoe of some fallible man, aud not Ibe unerring 
judgmeDt of a righteous God, pronouoced with- 
out limitation of time, or country, " Woe unto you 
when all men speak well of you. Blessed are ye 
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
speak all manner of evil against you falsely for my 
sake." 

And now I commend you to God, and to the Word 
of fais grace, who is both Jehovah's fellow and our 
brother, able and willing to save to the uttermost all 
that come unto the Father by Him, with a love inex- 
pressible, and that surpasses all understanding. And 
if thou desirest, my brother, to know for thyself this 
love of God, read it in Christ crucified, bis unspeak- 
able Gift to thee, — to all ; for God is on accepter 
of persons. There behold ii love whit-h many waters 
could notquench, and which, stronger than the grave, 
abolished death, and wills not its reign in thy soul. A 
love that stands at the door of thy heart, and knocks 
for entrance, and with a look of compassion entreats 
thee to be reconciled to God, who is reconciled to 
thee. For already thou hast the forgiveness of sins 
through his blood, and access with confidence by the 
aith of him. Hearken, then, and return ; for the way 
is now open to thee : his table is spread for thee, and 
the Lord himself bids thee to bis supper. And the 
Lord grant that bis message may reach thee, not in 
word only but in power, in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much Bssarance. 

Of so deep an interest are the doctrines contained 
in the above statement, and so solemn are the issues 
involved in their reception or rejection, that in the 
discussion of them I have been led further tUo.<\ I. 
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bad at first intended ; yet not, I think, further than 
their importance demands. With this explanation, 
I shall now commence my narrative respecting the 
brethren in the west of Scnlland. 

On my arrival there, I found the number of the 
brethren, thongh comparatively small, yet exceeding 
what I had been led to anticipate: dwelling: sepa- 
rately, Ibey are scattered over Roseneaflt, Helens- 
burgh, Greenock, and Port- Glasgow. It required 
but a short time to perceive how much they fell 
alarmed at whatever assumed, even in appearance, 
the form of schism in the body of Christ. They 
attend regularly on the ministry of the word, waiting 
diligently on the ordinances of the Lord's faouse 
in their respective churches, whether of the Scotch 
or English communion. They also exercise a godly 
jealousy over themselves, constantly watching and 
carefully guarding every avenue that might seem to 
invito the approach of a divisive spirit ; regarding 
with holy indignation every manifestiitinn of such a 
spirit, believing it to be the sure prelude to every 
kind of heresy, disorder, and confusion : and shrink- 
ing from the very apprehension of the awful re, 
sponsibility which attaches to those who separate 
themselves ; sensual, not having the Spirit. Thus 
impressed, they are constantly led, in a spirit of prayer 
and watchfulness, to "work out their salvation with 
fear and trembling," under the deep and solemn con- 
viction that " it is God that workelh in them to will 
and to do of bis good pleasure." 

Previously to setting out, I had been informed that 
■ most extraordinary degree of excitement prevailed 



15 
in this little band of the Lord's followers, occasioning 
a auspeasion of their daily occupations, and giving rise 
to extravagant pretensions on their part. It is nnne- 
cessary to add, that I did not give eiilire credit to this 
report. Believing, however, thai God had manifested 
himself lo the brethren in the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
I deemed it not such an improbable occurrence, but 
that so strange, and, for so many centuries, unpre- 
cedented a visitation in the church might have puffed 
up the flesli, through pride, that snare of the devil 
into which the Corinthian church fell, even iu the 
days of the Apostles : and what marvel if, in such a 
stale of caruat security and self-exaltalion, abuses 
should have arisen, and some such consequences 
have ensued! It was, therefore, truly gratifying to 
find, on my arrival, that, so far from any ground of 
accuFalion then existing, they were walking orderly, 
and that, instead of bein^ lifted up with pride, they 
were humbled under the consideration, that the only 
gift bestowed upon them was that of tongues, which 
was given as a sign to the unbeliever; and, being 
without the gift of ioterpietation, is rather a witness 
unto the world than for thr edification of the church : 
wherefore they do most earnestly pray to God for the 
speedy perfecting of his gifts, ihat his word may grow 
and be multiplied, and his Name proclaimed and 
magnified throughout the whi'le land. 

Not, however, that our adversary the devil, who, 
" as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour," had been an inactive spectator of this 
work. That he should assail the truth by all means, 
and seek to mar the work of God iu the hearts of the 
brethren, is nothing extraordinary ; romeiiihering that 



^»: 



16 
it is written, " Woe to the inhabiters of the earth, 
and of the sea ; for the devil is come down to yoa, 
having great wrath, because he knoweth that he halh 
but a short time." Foiled, however, in his endeavour 
to subvert the faith of the brethren, he had become 
the mouth of their adversaries ; and in some iaslaaces 
by unmi.\ed falsehood ; in others by miDgling troth 
with the error, and by magnifying both into a mys- 
terious importance, he had artfully contrived to charge 
upon certain individuals what, upon his own shew- 
ing, in every instance could have amounted to no 
more than a weakness of faith, and by this crafty de- 
vice had succeeded in throwing over his defeat an air 
of triumph. It is melancholy that men, neglecting 
the lesson of their Lord and Master — " He that is 
without sin among you, let htm lirst cast a stone " — 
should thus lend themselves to Satan, and rush on in 
a course of sinning ^ that, instead of believing all 
things and hoping all things in love, they should " bite 
and devour one another," regardless of being " con- 
sumed one of another." But, turning from this re- 
volting picture of the carnal mind, let as look upon 
that which the Scriptures present unto us : " Let no 
corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good, to the use of edifying, that it 
may minister grace to the hearers : and GRiiiVR not 
the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed to 
the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and evil-speaking, be put 
away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one 
to another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God, for Christ's sake, halh forgiven you. 
ye therefore followers of God, ns dear children ; 
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: in love, as Christ also hath lovedwi Md 
bath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweet-smelling savour." 

Wisdom, however, is justified of her children. So 
far from spending their hours in idleness and vain 
speculations, they are distinguished for activity and 
zeal in the discharge of their several duties, and those 
among them who labour, for " diligence in business, 
working with their own hands, that they may have 
to give to him that needeth ; eating Iheir meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart." A godly so- 
briety of mind, the most remote from any feverish ex- 
citement of a heated imagination, chastens and re- 
gulates their conduct, a sobriety that would as ill 
assort with the visions of a superstitious enlbusiasm, 
as with that indulgence of the flesh which is ever 
hunting after signs, — but which, looking to the law 
and (o the testimony, does most devoutly and confid- 
ingly seek to the Lord for direction, and cherishes in 
the sou) an implicit obedience to his word. Walking 
in all honesty towards those that are without, they 
are an example to all; being "fervent in Spirit, serving 
the Lord." The joy of the Lord they acknowledge 
to be the strength of their hearts, and bis name to be 
their constant trust ; giving thanks unto the Father, 
who hath called them into his kingdom and glory. 

As they have opportunity, they assemble for prayer. 
At such seasons, that they may not be hindered 
in their daily occupations, they usually meet at the 
nearest and most convenient spot. The disciples 
dwelling at Helensburgh and its ueighbourhood meet 
there, and those who are inhabitants of Greenock, 
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meet in tliat town. The majority, residepts of! 
Glasgow and its vicinity, assemble in the house of 
a sister at Spring Bank, about a mile from the Port, 
The order of their meetings is as follows: At its 
opening, they commence by reading one of the Psalms 
(Scotch version): before however they proceed to sing, 
with great solemnity and devotion they seek the face 
of the Lord for his blessing and presence, whicli is 
followed by singing the whole, or a part of the Psalm, 
by reading the word of God, and by prayer. To thb 
succeeds a solemn pause. Another brother is then 
requested to engage in praise, reading the Scriptures, 
and prayer. And this order is continued till they 
separate for the evening, which is concluded by Gloria 
Patri, 

These meetings, at the private dwelling-bouse of a 
sister, are not considered by them as a church, ga- 
thered together under its pastor, nor yet under its 
elders and deacons, but as a few disciples assembled 
for prayer. Therefore, should a slater gifted with the 
spirt of prayer bo present, they consider themselves 
justified in calling upon her to exercise that gift. At 
the same time they acknowledge that in tlie cliurcb, 
except when pnijing or prophesying in the Spirit, 
no woman should occupy the place which is assigned 
to the man only, as head of the woman, and the 
representative of Christ, who is the image and glory 
of God, and Head over all things to the Church. 

For upwards of three weeks I enjoyed an almost 
uninterrupted intercourse with these disciples, as- 
sembling with them at Spring Bank every evening, 
and not unfrequently meeting for prayer both morn- 
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ing and noon, with such of the brethren as cookT 
be spared rrom their lawful callings, and vho felt 
it to be their duty to intercede with God for the 
deliverance of their brethren, the ministers of the 
church, who had been accused of preaching and of 
worshippJDg the God of their fathers, after the way 
which their enemies call heresy. And the more so 
as at this time they were under orders to appear on 
their trial before the Presbyteries. These seasons 
proved very refreshing to our souls, from tie pre- 
sence of the Lord imparting a holy boldness and access 
with conjidence by the blood of Christ. 

In forming an estimate of their private walk and 
converadlion, every opportunity was afforded that 
coold be desired. And the result is, that I can tes- 
tify, ray conscience also bearing me witness, unto 
its nearness to God. Its holiness was obvious from 
the richness of spirit and of power in which the 
word of God dwells within them ; a power visible to 
all by its outward exhibition in a meek and lowly 
deportment, and in the daily crucifixion of the flesh, 
mortifying the deeds of the body, through the Spirit, 
which, with them, was no affair of words. It was 
also further discernible in the absence of all malice, 
guile, hypocrisies, envies, and evil speakings — of jest- 
ing and foolish talking, — whith things are not con- 
venient. To avoid entering into temptation, and to 
cherish the love of God, whose largeness embraces 
within its arms the household of faith, and yearns 
over every prodigal and unrepenting sinner, they 
(whenever led to speak of the brethren, or of others) 
opened the Scriptures, and thence sought the bread 
of life for their nourishment and growth in grace. 
c2 
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In this way tlieir souls were delivered from the saaat 
of the fowler, the pestilence that walketh at nooo-ds^, 
while their faith in Christ and love to all the saioU 
grew. And thus the very danger to which they had 
beeo exposed, ministered to them the means of be- 
iDg lifted up from earth, into the presence and eiyey- 
meot of God ; proving thereby that to be in subjec- 
tion to the Father of Spirits, is life. In one word, 
their whole walk was a daily exemplification of the 
precept, " But ye, beloved, building up yourselves 
on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the 
merey of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life." 

In prayer also the closeness of their commuuion 
with God was distinctly observable in the spirit of 
grace and supplication poured out upon them ; — s 
spirit panting iu stroag aspirations after the tiviog 
and the true God, aud pleading for a present mani- 
festation of the life and power of the risen Jesus, 
and for strength to magnify His name, by speaking 
his word with all boldness, and giving testimony by 
the Holy Ghost to His resurrection from the dead. 
"With them prayer was felt to be a solemn reality. 
The reality of a soul in fellowship with God, of the 
spirit of man in contact with the Spirit of God, — in 
the closest union and most intimate communioo with 
the Holy One of Israel, the Creator of the ends of 
the earth, and our Father. 

How marvellous in the age to come will appear this 
record in the history of the world's redemption, that 
worms of the dust, the fallen, sinful, and polluted 
children of men, should not merely have received 
forgiveness and acceptance with God tbrou^ the 
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blood of his Son, but should have been raised 
from the very dunghill, and placed on thrones with 
prioces, heirs of the world to come, partakers of the 
Divine nature, and temples of the Holy Ghost, the 
fulness of Him who filleth all in all : ■' To the intent 
that now unto principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, might be made known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God." 

The manifestation of the Spirit consists chiefly 
in the gift of tongues. This gift is not only a cha- 
racteristic distinction of the Gospel dispensation, and 
predicted as such by the Prophets ; but its manifesta- 
tion on the day of Pentecost, in the shape of cloven 
tongues of Gre, was given by our Lord as the evi- 
dence of the descent of the Holy Ghost, and of his 
personal presence, as the Comforter in the church, 
wbieh was henceforth to become a temple for the 
habitation of God through the Spirit. 

Wherefore, under the Law, the gift of tongues was 
unknown except in the light of prophecy which 
pointed to these days of the Messiah in which the 
Holy Ghost, as the Spirit of promise, was to be 
poured out upon all flesh, aud the sign of its ful- 
filment was to be the " speaking with other tongues." 
This gift of tongnes is the only one they acknowledge 
themselves to have received, if by a gift be under- 
stood not BD occasional but an abiding talent resi- 
dent in the person on whom it is bestowed. For this 
reasou they do not recognize as gifts, interpretation, 
prophecy, and perhaps revelation, which they occa- 
sionally exercise. Of any knowledge of the tongues 
which they speak they are wholly unconscious, speak- 
ing only as the Spirit gives them utterance, and 
c3 
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themselves listening to what tliey utter^ Au3 tii4 
fact that not only the cburch but also the penioii 
exercising this gift were alike ignorant of flia 
tongue spoken, however little accordant wilb otir 
preconceived notion of these things, is neverthe- 
less plainly set forth in the Scriptures. In 1 Cah 
siv. 2, Paul observes that a disciple " speaking in an 
unknown tongue speakelh not to men but unto God, 
for no vian understandeth him : bowbeit in the 
Spirit be apeaketh mysteries;" words expressiva of 
the deep things of God, and known to God only, 
Also iu ihe 14th verse we are taught that the 
person speaking understood not the tongue spoken; 
" For if I pray in an unknown tongue my spirit 
prayeth, but my understanding is unfruil/nl," Hence 
the injunction of the Apostle to pray for the iater- 
prelation of the word spoken, in order that the church 
mightbe edified. " Wherefore let him that speaketb in 
an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret," — or 
else to wait for the presence of one gifted with the spirit 
of interpretation ;—" but if there be no interpreter 
let him keep silence in the church, and let him speak 
to himself and to God," becanse he was able to speak 
to God, being himself not without edification in tbe 
Lord. " He that speakelh in an unknown toiigae 
edifieth himself." Hut here I can easily understand 
how a question may arise in the minds of those who 
have not considered this matter. How, say they, 
is it possible for a man to be edified who remains iti 
ignorance of what he utters? To all such questions 
it would be sufficient to answer. The Lord has said 
it. However, in the present instance the proof is 
and satisfactory, at least to all who, believing 




i' me inowelliDg of the Holy Ghost, admit that hb 
secret and invisible operations on the soul, not only in 
this instance, but also in all otliers must precede every 
gracious act, disposing it to theto ve and service ofGod; 
for, unquestionably, the Spirit can never be present 
without edification to the person, except in the iugtance 
where he is resisted and quenched. Hence the admo- 
nition, " Quench not the Spirit." This doctrine of his 
mysterious and predisposing operations on the soul is 
also expressed in the following Scripture: " Likewise 
the Spirit also belpeth our infirmilies" where, without 
understanding of what we should pray for as we ought, 
or any disliuct recognition of the nature of the feel- 
ings then present in the mind, "the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us with unutterable groanings. And 
he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession 
for the saints, according to the will of God." How 
sad then that in a spirit of self-sufficiency the church 
should have been brought in our day into such an 
abyss of infidelity ! Yet nothing short of such a spirit 
could have led her children to regard with little less 
than idolatry their own personal attainments in reli- 
gion, and with all self-complacency to presume that 
the Holy Ghost, indwelling and testifying by his gifts, 
had been withdrawn from the church, because in their 
judgment these gifts were no longer necessary for her 
edilication ; when she ought rather to have felt and 
understood, from the unbroken silence which reigned 
witbin her, that death and darkness every where pre- 
vailed. Very different were the feelings and judg- 
ment of St. Paul on this subject: he exhorted the 
church to desire spiritual gifts. And if any brotKet 
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will point out to me, not from aDj? hypothesis of his 
own, but from the plain testimony of the Scriptores, 
at what period of time in the history of the church, 
this desire was to cease, I will most readily acknow- 
ledg;e to bim, that then, but not till then, these 
gifts also were to cease. But I see not at present 
how this can be established by any argument that 
would not equally well prove, that a time may come 
when the church shall no longer have occasion to 
desire the presence of God. The Spirit and the 
Bride, say " Come ;" and so long as both pre set in 
the church to testify of Jesus, so long it must be 
conceded that the Holy Ghost is her present heritage. 
In John XV. 26, 27, the testimony to be given to 
Jesus most decidedly proceeds from two distinct 
kinds of witnesses ; the witness of the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter, and the witness of his people ; — the 
one then present, whom our Lord was addressing, 
and the other yet to come. " For the Holy Ghost 
was not yet, because that Jesus was not yet glorified." 
Compare John vii. 39 — inriiiyapriy irrtviia ayioy — with 
Actsxix>2 — 'A\X vh ti vvivfta ayioy cany i)KHaafiEy*. 

* John answered, saying unto all, " I indeed baptize you niib 
water, but one mightier than I comelb, the latchel of whose shoes 
I am unworthy to unloose : He shall bapiue you with the Hofy 
Chost,aiid with fire." A disciple of John could not therefore be 
ignorant of the feet that Christ was lo baptize with the Holj 
GhoBt; but he might be ignorant — because he niighl never have 
heard — whether or uot this dispensation of tile Spirit had coio- 
menced. Such was the case with the disciples at Ephesus whom 
Paul questioned on this subject. They replied, " We have not ta 
raueh as heard whether the Holy Ghoat be " (the word " any " 
is not in ihe original); that is, whether the full time for dij- 
pensing the gift of the Holy Ghost be yet come. The Spirit is alio 
one of the three witnesses (1 John v. 8) : and notonlyarewe jiuli- 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus, but abo by tlie Spiril oT ow 
God(l Cof. vi. 11). See Acts i. 5, and Gal. i' ' ^^~ 
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Of this last witness it is written, John xvi. 12, 13, 
" I have yet mauy things tg say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now. Howbeit, wheu he the Spi- 
rit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth; 
for he shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he 
shall bear that shall be speak, and he shall shew you 
things to come. He shall glorify me, for he shall 
receive of mine and shall shew it unto you," Where, 
now, is this glory of Christ, arising from the testi- 
mony of the Spirit of Truth '. For it is not the Spirit 
of Chriat in his word (which is our testimony) that is 
here spoken of, but the testimony of the Holy Ghost : 
whom our Lord was to send in bis Father's name, to 
abide with us for ever; but yet " He shall not speak 
of himself." Now we know that the letter of Scrip- 
ture, in testifying unto the truth, cannot go beyond 
what the letter contains ; ao that the Lord the Spirit, 
speaking in and by the word, can only testify unto 
the truth contained in the word, and can by no moans 
exceed its limits, since, in all his operations, this seed 
of the word is the only instrument in effecting our 
conversion and edification, and tbe only source of all 
true knowledge of God. Now, to tell us that the 
ministration of the Spirit by the word is that ministra- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, of whom our Lord says, " He 
shall not speak of himself; " is to announce this self- 
evident truth, That the word quickened in us by the 
Spirit would speak its own meaniug, and not some 
other, which it did not contain, and therefore could 
not express. But if, besides this testimony of tbe 
Apostles, (which also is the word of our testimony) 
they were instructed to look forward to a still future 
day, when the personal presence of the Spirit as the 
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Comforter in the absence of tbeir Lord should 
in the church as his temple, and be a witness thei^in 
for Christ ; then, indeed, this new and unprecedented 
manifestation of the Godhead might have led then 
to expect some additional revelation of the Father. 
To repress snch an idea, if it ever had ariseu io 
their minds, our Lord assures them, that in testifying 
unto him, the Comforter should not speak of himself. 
See Luke xsiv. 48, 49 ; Mark xvi. 17—20 : in which 
passages there is no obscurity of expression to per- 
plex the weakest faith. Yet, if from preconceived 
opinions the mind should feel embarrassed, and can- 
not yield itself up to the honest, unequivocal mean- 
ing of the words, then take the Spirit's own commen- 
tary on these promises, as recorded in the Acts: 
" We are His witnesses of these things : " but not 
the only witnesses; for he adds, " and so ia also 
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that 
obey him." Here again we are presented with two 
distinct witnesses: regenerate muD, witoesstng in 
their own persons by holding forth the word of life, 
and the Holy Ghost, witnessing by his gifts. If now 
men will presume to say, ' But these days of the Holy 
Ghost are passed,' then let them confess alsn that the 
days of their obedience to Christ are passed ; and in 
doing so they would pass a righteous judgment upon 
themselves i since to all thai obey Christ the gift of 
the Holy Ghost is promised : not as the Lord the 
Spirit, in his word, bat as a separate witness for 
Christ; and though one vilb, yet distinct from, the 
disciple in whom he dwells, and as the Spirit, witness- 
ing with our (regenerate) spirits. In the bestowment 
of thia gift of the Holy Ghost, the loog-expeotod 
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promise of the Spirit is folfilled. It is with this seal 
of God we are sealed to the day of redemption ; for 
this Spirit is " the earnest of our inheritance [being a 
first-fruits of our futnre power oniJ glory] unto the 
Tedemption of the purchased possession." And, in 
recognising this doctrine, we come to understand in 
what consists the tasting of the heavenly gift, being 
made partakers of the Holi/ Ghost, tasting of the 
good word of God, and of ihe powers of the world to 
come, from which a man may fall away. 

During my slay at Port-Glasgow, the gift of 
tongues was received by four of the disciples, at dif- 
ferent intervals. The first took place at Greenock, 
at the close of a meeting for prayer. With this gift 
the disciple, to whom I was a stranger, received a 
message from the Lord, which was delivered to me 
on the following morning. If any one inquire bow 
I knew this to be of God, I willingly offer that 
which satisfied my own conscience ; namely. That 
it was addressed to a state of mind known only 
to the Lord, and which had never passed my lips, 
except in prayer to God. who seeth in secret, and 
who on this occasion answered me openly. And 
because, like the word, when it comes in power, it 
did not return void, but, instantly on being under- 
stood, accomplished that deliverance and enlarge- 
inent of heart whereunto the Lord had sent it. 

By this same disciple I received two other commu- 
□ ications : the first, in answer to prayer for further 
encouragement, and for a coniirmatiDn of the word 
I had already received. And this answer, like the 
former, was addressed to a state of feeling and a train 
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of thiokiog of which no one but myself c 
conscious. The last was counsel and direction in i 
matter to which the person, at the time of receiTing 
the message, was a perfect stranger, understaading 
neither its import nor its application, aod apprehen- 
sive lest, in ignorance of its meaning, it sbouJd proie 
a stumbling-block to myself. The key, however 
which unlocked the mystery was already Id my pat- 
session ; and its counsel proved most seasonable, and 
was accepted with thanksgiving to the Father of mer- 
cies, who thus careth for all his children. 

The second occurred in the session-house, or vesby, 
of the church at Row, previous to the oommeocfr 
ment of the service, and when the disciple to whon 
it was given was engaged in prayer. 

To the third, and most remarkable of these manifes- 
tations, Iwasmyselfawilness. Scarcelyhadwe assem* 
bled at Spring Bank, when, just before the opening of 
the meeting, this gift was received by two others, ia 
whom there was a powerful manifestation of the Spirit, 
as also in the rest of the gifted brethren then present*. 

* As an instance of the exlraonlinary change in the powen of 
the human vnice, when under inspiration, I may here mentioo 
ihe case of an indiTJdual whose natural voice in singing was in- 
harmonious, and who besides had no ear for keeping lime. Yet 
even the loice of this person, when singing in ttie Spirit, could 
pour forth a rich strain of melody of which each note was mu- 
sical, and uttered with a sweetness and power of expressioD that 
was truly astonishing ; and, what is still more singular, with a 
gradually increasing velocity, into a rapidity yet distinctness of 
utterance which is inconceivable bjr those who have never wit- 
nessed Ihe like ; and yet, with ali this apparently breathless haste, 
there was not in reality the slightest aRiiation of body or of mind. 

In other instances the voice is deep aiid powerfully impressivi;. 
I cannot describe it belter than by saying, (hat it approaches nearly 
to ivhat might be considered a perrect stale of the voice ; passing 
far beyond the energies of ii5 natural strength, and at times so 



Every attempt at describingthesemanifestatioiis, so 
as to convey an accurate knowledge of them to others, 
is sura to fail^ since, to have anj adequate percep- 
tion of their power, they mast be both seen and felt. 
Yet, were it otherwise, my conscience would scarcely 
allow mo the liberty of entering into so minute a 
detail. For the consciousness of the presence of 
God in these manifestations, is fraught with such 
a holy solemnity of thought and feeling, as leaves 
neither leasure norinclinatiun for curious observatioo. 
In a person alive to the presence of the Holy Ghost, 
and overwhelmed by his manifestations beside and 
around him, and deeply conscious that upon his 
heart, naked and exposed, rests the eye of God ; one 
thought alone fills the soul, one cry of utterance is 
heard, — " God be merciful to me, a sinner." Nor can 
the eye be diverted from the only sight that is then pre- 
cious to it, yea more precious than life itself, — " the 
Lamb of God, (bat taketh away the sin of the world." 
And here I cannot omit mentioning an incidental 
occurrence in which may be distinctly traced the band 
of the Lord confirming and strengtbeningmyself, and 
the brethren and sisters who had accompanied me 
in the faith of that work whcb we had come thus far 
to witness ; doubtless for the further purpose of be- 
coming on our return witnesses to our brethren of 
those things which we had both seen and beard. 
Shortly after our arrival, we agreed on selecting 

loud as not only to fill the whok bouse, but to be lieard at a consi- 
derable distance ; and liiough often acpompunied with an appa- 
reotly great meotal energy and muscular exertion of the whole 
Iwdy, yet in Irulh there was not the slightest dialurhance in either ; 
on tbe coDtnry, tbere was present a. tranquillity and compomire, 
both of body and mind, the very opposite ID my, even the least 
degree of exciiemcnt. 
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Port-Glasgow as the place of our abode during onr 
residence with the brethren, because anch an arranse- 
ment, by afifording tbe readiest means of access to 
the gifted brethren, tended greatly to facilitate the 
accompli sbment of the object we had in view. For 
convenience sake, and to be more at liberty, we 
took a furnished house, and hired a female aervaQt, 
who had just before received tbe gift of toneaes. 
She was of tbe ordinary class of hard-working and 
industrious servants; in conversation slow, and in- 
capable of putting together two sentences with any 
regard to arrangement: but, a disciple of the meek 
and lowly Jesus, she was of a teachable and patient 
Spirit, serving, while in our employ, not with eye- 
service, but in singleness of heart, as unto God. 

This servant, after speaking with a tongue, and 
while Htitl in the Spirit, would give an exhortation 
in a manner aud with a power such as must irre- 
sistibly lead any witness of it to the conclusion tbat 
either the finger of the Lord was manifested therein, 
or otherwise that it was a work of Satan. Between 
the one or other of these conclusions, I see no alter- 
native. Where then, it may be asked, is our suffi- 
ciency for the very momentous decision which we 
are called upon to make! It is of God, who has 
not left his children without direction and help in this 
matter. For the witness of the Spirit of God, which 
is a Spirit of holiness, within the man, unto the 
truth, confessed by the same Spirit working witbout 
tbe man, is the only sure and safe test; because, as 
no lie is of the truth, so no lying spirit either will or 
can witness to the truth, but shrinks from ils touch 
with an instinctive abhorrence, and cgDiK>( aliidj 
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presence. He can and vill seek to conceal his lie 
under the semblance of truth ; and do marvel, fur 
Satan himself is transformed into an angel of lights 
therefore it is no great thiog if bis ministers also 
be transformed as the ministers of righteousness. In 
the beginning Satan beguiled Eve by his sabtiity; 
and through all succeeding ages he bas pursued the 
same wily craft, saying to the children of men, " Ye 
shall not surely die." And now, walking abroad as 
the spirit that works in the children of disobedience, 
he assumes sncb a form of godliness, as teaches men to 
rest therein, by leading them to commend themselves, 
measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, that so they may look 
on things after the outward appearance, instead of 
glorying in the Lord alone. Miserable delusion ! 
which can so blind men that, walking in pride, the 
prophet glories in his knowledge of prophecy, and the 
spiritual man in his discernment of spirituals \ while the 
Cross, the weakness and foolishness of God, but which 
is wiser and stranger than men, is passed by with con- 
tempt, closing the only door of entrance into the know- 
lege and enjoyment of God here, and of his glory 
hereafter; and tlms the life of the word, the witness for 
God ic the conscience, is known only in name. What 
marvel that men, under the unholy intluence of such a 
perverted Gospel, should be unable to discern the opera- 
tion of His Spirit, which is a Spirit of holiness, and can 
only be spiritually discerned 1 Yet, " fear ye not, little 
children, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give 
uotoyouthe kingdom;" for ye are " born again, not 
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever ;" and kuow 
d2 
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(hat from the presence of tbis living word your enemj 
will start with the precipitation of a detected impostor; 
and, resisted by faith, he will flee from you, for his 
Mrength and his seductions are powerless before the 
same of God's holy child Jesus; — a name which, in 
all the might and power thereof, is your present 
heritage; for " the anointing which we have received 
«f him abidelh in us, and we need not that any man 
teach us, but as the same anointing teaches us of all 
things and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath 
taught us, we shall abide in him." 

It is not affirmed that the senses of the natural mas 
are incapable of furnishing him with evidence for as- 
certaining the presence of supernatural agency; bat 
tbatitis exactly at this point theirinformation ceases; 
for beyond this their ken reaches not. Here, at least, 
the prerogative of God,as aSovereign, and the Searcher 
of hearts, stands asserted before all men : and foUj 
is wisdom in comparison with the madness of the man 
who, presuming on his native strength, plunges into 
^is spiritual region, which he sees not, which he knons 
not,aDd yet on which he dares to pronoun cejudgmeut, 
nnaidedby the Spirit of " Him who searchesalltbingfr, 
yea, the deep things of God," For the command it 
not to try flesh and blood, but to try the spirits ; and 
the decision we are called upon to give is between 
the work of God's Spirit and the semblance of this 
work in the mouth of a lying spirit. Tbis, and no 
less a judgment, is required at our hands; and to 
this end it is evident that any testimony to the mere 
outward work of the Spirit must prove altogether 
insufficient. Such a witness may establish most satis- 
^^^jt^y ^^^ presence of a spirit ; but whether .yy^^ 



spirit be of God, or of the evil one, can onlj be dis- 
closed to us b; tbat Spirit wbose presence is as the 
eye of God nithin a man; clearly proving that ou 
deliverance comes from God alone, " the work of h i 
bands tbat be may be g'lorified, and tbat all flesh may 
become sileot before bim." 

VTell aware how prevalent the notion is, which 
holds a miracle to be the test of truth, and tbat such 
a persuasion, to the extent in which it is now eater- 
tained, is not merely erroneous, but replete with 
danger, I feel constrained to enter a little more 
largely on this subject. The danger lies in ibis: that 
it withdraws the attention from the witness of the 
Spirit to the truth and work of God, which is inward, 
testifying la the conscience of a roan ; and lixes it in 
the contemplation of those maoife stations of the Spi- 
rit which are outward, as exhibited in a miracle or a 
sign. Hence it comes to pass, tbat in giving such 
importance to the sign, men are in danger of losing sight 
of the truth itself, of which the sign is but a confirm- 
ation. Moreover, in this undervaluing of the witness 
to the power of the living word over the conscience, 
they are daily exposed, like children, to be tossed to 
and fro, and " carried about with every wiud of doc- 
trine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive : " so that, left 
in ignorance and destitute of the true witness, they 
will be found the ready -pre pared victims of Satan, 
whenever be shall come forth with bis lying miracles 
and wonders, to snare aod take captive their souls. 

Let the truth be first believed on its own evidence, 

and then to miracles will be assigned their properplace, 

as a confirmation thereof,— attesting the resurrection 

d3 
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aad exaltation of tfae Son of Man to the right haad of 
God, as the anointed King of kings and Lord of lords; 
and, more especially, in the endowment of the churcb 
with the gifts of healing, demonstrating the power of 
Christ over the body, and its diseases ; whereby ia 
announced to all men the righteousness of her risen 
Head, and his power over alt fiesh " in the presence 
of His Father and our Father, of His God and our 
God." Yet it onght never to be forgotten, that the 
Spirit of God witnessing with our spirits, and tfae 
witness of tlie living Word, in his operations on 
the mind and conscience, transcends by far every 
other witness that can be derived from any out- 
ward manifestation of the Spirit: since it is beyond 
all controversy, that the word and work of Jehovah 
stand attested in the Scriptures, not by miracles, bat 
by the oath and promise of the Father : and their 
manifestation is to be seen in the revelation of his 
Sun, "the Word made flesh, the express image of 
bis person, the brightness of his Father's glory ;" aod 
in miracles only as a seal aEBxed to the finished work 
which the Father gave him In do, and a demon- 
stration to the present world of the powers of tfae 
world to come. Indeed, unless tbe word aud work of 
God, in their life and power, have been previously com- 
mended to the conscience of a man, it will be in vain 
that any oatward demonstration of the Spirit is pre- 
sented to his faith : "for if they believe not Mosea 
and the Prophets, neither will they believe though 
one rose from the dead :" because, destitute of the 
Spirit's work in the inner man, there is wanting that 
witness for God within, which, being present, would 
vutnt to the work of the same Spirit in his outward 



Dunifsstation. And Ibas, being faniid withoat Ihis 
aaswer of God in his canscience, be is incapable of 
perceiving the truth which can only be spiritually dis- 
cerned, and which the Spirit, by this outward act, is 
at the time sealing' to him; and he lies under the 
temptatioD either of altogether rejecting; his operations 
as imposture, or of despising them by a reference to 
the establifihed laws of cause and etfect; or, should no 
other alternative present itself, of sajing, as was said 
of our Lord, " He casteth out devils by Beelzebub,"' 
Who can read the mighty conOict between Moses 
and the magicians of Egypt, without being lost in 
wonder and astonishment, that Pharaoh and bis hosts 
shonld have resisted the evidence so repeatedly and 
powerfully brought before their senses? In vain 
we ask for a solution of this mystery, when we tarn 
our eyes from the Scriptures, as they only can furnish 
us with an answer to this and every similar question. 
And to tbeir answer the conscience responds. For, dis- 
obedient unto the voice of truth, and ignoraol of the 
God of truth, therefore were their eyes bolden from 
discovering the operations of his hand ; and, rushing 
upon their own destruction, " the depths covered 
them ; they sank as lead in the mighty waters." From 
the Scriptures, we learn that Paul's preaching was 
every where accompanied by " signs and wonders and 
mighty deeds ; " and yet, from both his preaching and 
miracles, the Bereaiis appealed to the truth contained 
in the Old Testament, as the test of what they had 
seen and heard bj him : and their conduct is com- 
mended, as being more honourable than the conduct 
of those of Thessalonica : and it has besides this seal 
afHxed to it, — that, in consequence, many believed- 



That the truth is a lest of the miracle or sign, and 
not a sign the lest of truth, is clear, from Deut. xiii.; 
" If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer 
of dreams, and givelh thee a sign, or a wonder, and 
the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake 
onto thee, sajiug, Let us go after other gods, whicli 
thou hast not known, and let us serve them ; thou 
shalt not hearkea unto the words of that prophet, 
or that dreamer of dreams : for the Lord yonr God 
proveth you, to know whether ye love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul." 
Agreeably to this rule, the Apostle John says, " Be- 
loved, helieve not every spirit: hut try the spirits, 
whether they are of God, because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world," And the rule proposed 
by the Apostle as a test of the spirits is not to sit in 
judgment upon the Spirit of God in the true prophet 
and upon a lying spirit in the false prophet, and then, 
after mature deliberation of the evidence before us, to 
pronounce sentence according as the power of shewing 
signs and wonders shall appear to preponderate id fa- 
vour of the one or the other of these spirits: no; but the 
instruction given is to judge the spirits by the doctrines 
which they confess (John iv. 2). Because no lying 
spirit can hear witness to the truth ; now, as Satan was 
d liar and a murderer from the beginning, and abode 
not in the truth, it is absurd to imagine that be would 
set his seal to the truth. Id the temptation of our Lord, 
we have set before us a most notable proof of the cud- 
ningdexterity wherewith Satan can insidiously ad vauoe 
hia lie under the garb of truth : but, when detected by 
the answer of God, he had neither power to gainsay 
^^H.lo resist the truth, but was obliged to shifl the 



gronod of Iu9 attack, and finally, on bein^' e^cpedea 
and rebuked by the Lord, to depart. For if it were 
otherwise, then Satan, by preacbiag the Gospel, would 
cast out Satan, conlrary to the tesllmony of our Lord ; 
and by his own hand must his kingdom fall. But such 
an act is at variance with his very beiii^, and with all 
bis lying and murderous purposes since the world 
began, and can never be the work of Salan. It can 
be ascribed only to the Son of God, of whom it is wit- 
nessed, " He was manifested to destroy the works of 
the devil." 

If it be here objected, that " in the last days many 
shall say, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
Name, and in thy Name cast out devils T' &c. the 
answer is obvious : These were men professing ihem- 
uelves to be the servants of Christ ; and were gifted 
with the Holy Ghost, but yet men of unsanctified 
lives, as the answer of the Lord plainly declares: 
" Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity." For of 
a truth these miracles were wrought and the wonders 
doDR in the Name of the Lord. Their very plea for 
admission into his presence and kingdom is grounded 
on their recognition of this power, as conferred upon 
them in the Name of the Lord. For their confession 
is, " In Thy Name." Indeed, it will be very evident 
to all who seriously consider this matter that, as, 
agents of Satan, they would not have dared to present 
themselves before the Lord, against whose authority, 
on such a supposition, they would have been openly 
contending ; much less would they have dared to plead 
a power, derived immediately from the devil, as a claim 
for admission into his holy presence. Neither do 
they stand a solitary instance of the fatal delusion 
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wherein apeople blinded by the god of this world liiie I 
refuge io a mere "name to live ;" for the Scriptom I 
speak of olhers, whose only plea is, " We have eaten I 
and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast tauglit ii 
our streets." Now, if men can so grossly deceltt I 
themselves as to mistake "a name" for life in tfaii I 
name, what marvel that others, partakers of the Holj I 
Ghost should lie under a similar delusion. And ve I 
have no difficulty in understanding how both of these, I 
deceived by a vain shew of life, come at last to urgf I 
this sign, the only seal they have known, as a plei 
for admission into the presence of God. But it wov 
not be so easy to conceive how a gift of Satan, a 
more than an open life of profligacy, could be mis- 
taken by any man for a ground of acceptance with 
God. Would you escape this temptation? seek t 
life of God, with that Holy Spirit of promise, wbiuli 
is the earnestof our inheritance. Itiathegifitof Jesus- 
who was " declared to be the Son of God with power 
according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 
from the dead." And so, cherishing in your souls the 
Spirit of holiness as a Spirit of power, you will learn 
by experience that godliness has " the promise of the 
life that now is, as well as of that which is to come." 
And doubt not, my brethren, but that, under Satan, 
an age of working miracles and shewing signs and 
wonders is rapidly entering ; not to be done in a 
corner, but in the face of the whole Roman earth. A 
sceptical church can and will doubt the (rue miracle, 
for, not believing iu the doctrine of the iloly Ghost, 
she wilt and must look with suspicion on all miracles ; 
but this indifi'erence to signs will continue only so long 
flg she is permitted to dwell at ease. For an age «( 
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^^nfidelity will atlast prove itself to be an age'of'gapep- 
. j stilioD, however its intoxicated votaries may dream of 
u the contrary ; and solely because men, having lost the 
^ knowledge of the truth, are left to wander they know 
if not whither, because that dorknoss has blinded their 
^ eyes : "They wait for light, but behold obscurity, for 
L brightness, hut they walk in darkness. They grope 
I for the wall like the blind, and tbey grope as if they 
I bad no eyesi They stumble at noon-day as in the 
> night ; Ihey are in desolate places as dead men." Thus 

1a nation, or a church, denying the presence and power 
of the Holy Ghost, and given over to believe the 
L lie which they have preferred to the truth in the love 
[ of it, will, whenever the judgments of God are abroad, 
I and fear shall take hold of them, be driven by that 
very fear to look out for a sign, or some visible hand 
Ut deliver them, in which they may put their trust. 
And herein will lie Satan's advantage, who will 
"come in as a flood, with alt deceivableness of un- 
righteousness, and with ail power and signs and lying 
wonders, wrought in confirmation of his lie. Upon 
bow vast a scale these lying miracles will be wrought, 
and with what fearful success he shall prevail to de- 
ceive the whole earth, let the Scriptnres testify — 
a Thess. ii. 9, 10 : Rev. xiii. 13, 14 ; six. 20. 

When it was said to the man that was born blind, 
" Give God the praise; we know that (his man is a 
sinner ; " he replied " Whether he be a sinner or not, 
I know not; one thing I know, that whereas I was blind, 
now I see." On the present occasion, my reply to any 
objection that might be urged against this work of God 
among the brethren wonid be similar to that of the 
man who was blind ; since I can truly affirm that, iu fe|- 
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lowsbip with them, the life which is ia the Son of God 
was more abutidaQtIy received bj itie, aad not by me 
only, but, as Iheylhaukfuliy acknowledge, by those also I 
who were my companions iti this journey. For we were 
one and ail made to thirst and drink of tbe fountain of life 
in a measure to which we had been hitherto strangers; 
not, however, before we had been stripped of mach 
self- righteousness, which was then discovered as still 
cleaving tu us where its presence was least suspected. 
And thus, one by one as it were, the refuge of lies, 
under which the soul Qies for shelter to cottceal its 
nakedness, was brought to light and consumed before 
the presence of the Lord. With the emptying of seK 
comes brokenness of heart; and with the broken aad 
contrite heart the High and Lofty One delights tu 
dwell, " to revive the spirit of his contrite ones," sad 
to pour into their wounds the oil of joy and gladoest. 
Now, to be brought with some understandiog of tbe 
real state and condition of fallen Besh, to cry oat 
before the Lord, "Unclean, unclean," and to see that 
sin, under the present reign of the powers of dark- 
ness, is its only inheritance, and that, as flesh, aoder 
all its varied disguises and forms of godliuess, it is still 
under a law of sin and death ; and thus to be driven 
to exclaim, " Oh wretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death I " — is well ; 
hut to reply in the Spirit with the answer of a good 
conscience, " I thank God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord," is life eternal. Since wide, very wide, is the 
difference between a man whose head is filled with a 
knowledge about God, and the man in whose heart 
is the knowledge of God — between a man whi 
beholding his natural face in the glass of the Goi 
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tc^t«nted with contemplatlDg; his own image, "ana 
who straiglitway " ^oeth his way, forgetting what man- 
ner of man he was ; " and the man who, in looking 
into " the perfect law of liberty, continueth therein, 
and, in beholding God in Christ, is transformed into 
the same image from glory to glory, as by Ihe Lord 
the Spirit"' (2 Cor. iii. 17, 18);— in short, between a 
man who is so well pleased with his growing attain- 
ments in religious knowledge as to admire himself 
because of this his imagined admiration of the like- 
nesa of Christ, and the man who, in seeing and ad- 
miring God, abhors himself in dust and ashes, and, 
in submitting his will to the will of his heavenly 
Father, "drinks into the same Spirit, and becomes 
like-minded with Christ." Such a man has put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and is no longer occupied in 
making provision fortheflesb, to fulfil the lusts thereof; 
but, standing in the counsel of his God, he accounts 
himself to be indeed " dead unto sin, but alive unto 
God ;" be remembers the saying of his Master, that 
"the servant is not greater than his Lord," and willing- 
ly bears bis allotted portion of hatred and persecution 
from a world that knows him not because it knoweth 
not his God and Father. And while in the body he 
is still absent from the Lord, yet present in spirit, he 
rejoices in being counted worthy to be a brother and 
companion in tribulation in the kingdom and patience 
of Jesus; knowing that, " as oitr suffering abounds, 
so our consolation also abounds in the Lord ;" in whose 
Name he overcomes, and can triumphantly exclaim, 
" Old things are passed away ; behold, all things are 
become new." In this newness of spirit he walks 
nnder his banner, which is love ; for it is love c 



42 

straiueth bim.a love rejoicing iu hope while sorrowiog 
for SID. Sioce, " as sorrowing yet always rejoiciog," 
onr present life is a life hid with Christ in God: in 
which " the Spirit witnesses with our spirits that we 
are the children of God ; and if cbitdreo, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified toge- 
ther. For the sufferings of this present world are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be re- 
vealed unto U8 at the revelation of Christ, in wbom we 
inherit all things, even an inheritance incorruptible, un- 
defiled, and unfading, reserved in heaven for us, who are 
kept &y the power of God through faith unto salvation. 
Pray, then, my dear brethren, for that enlargement 
of soul, which with open heart is ready to drink in this 
love of God ; fully persuaded in our minds that the 
tongue of men and of angels, the gift of prophecy, the 
understanding of all mysteries and all knowledge, the 
faith that could remove mountains, the bestowtnent of 
all our goods to feed the poor, and even the surrender of 
our bodies to the Qames, without an acquaintance with 
this love, is, after all, nothing belter than no attaining 
to that knowledge which pufToth up. It is a state of 
mind wherein a man thinketh ihat be kuowelh some- 
thing, whereas " he knoweth nothing yet as he ought 
to know." But " if any man love God, the same is 
known of him:" hence it is said of the wisdom which 
is from above, that it is "first pure: "and of the 
faith that purifies the heart, that it is " a failh working 
by love ; " and of the heart thus purified, " unto tbe 
pure all things are pure, hut unto him that is defiled 
and unbelieving is nothing pure, hut even their mind 
and their conscience is defiled." For it is not in thp. 



light of thenDderstaodiiigonlj, tboaghit ihouldhBYe 
reached the extent of all mjstenes and of all know- 
ledge, but in the renewal of ihe will, and the answer 
of a good conscience that holiness consists t "the 
pure in heart, they shall see God." To the impure 
who call upop hia Name, God says, " I never knew 
you, ye workers of iniquity." "They profess that they 
know God, but in works they deny him ; being abo- 
minable and disobedient, and to every good work 
reprobate." Herein then lies the true knowledge of 
Jesus, that it is the knowledge of a Name which saves 
his people from their sins ; for the foundation of God 
has this seal upon it : " The Lord knovseth them that 
are his : and. Let every one that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity." "The new and living 
way opened up unto all men," as a way of access 
with confidence by the faith of Christ, is just so because 
it is a hlood-boughl, holy way, wherein all that pass 
have " washed their robes, and made them white in 
the hlood of the Lamb ; " and in which " the way- 
faring man, though a fool, shall not err, but the un- 
clean (the heart laden with a conscience of sins) shall 
not pass thereon." And, without doubt, the honest 
answer of every man's conscience will set its seal to 
this truth, that Christ came not 1o be the minister of 
sin onto us ; yet, if it be true that by the body of Christ 
we heoome dead to the law, then it is no less true, that 
by suffering this body of sin, which was crucified with 
Christ to revive in our members, whileweprofess our- 
selves to be justified by Christ, we do in this thing make 
Christ the minister of sin to us : because, instead of 
" crucifying the flesh, with its affections and lusts, and 
presenting our bodies a living sacrifice, holy and accept- 
e3 
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uhle to God, as those who are led by the Spirit, aod 
therefore no longer under the law," we do again come 
under the law of sin and dealh, by reviving the flesh, 
which lusts against the Spirit, so thai we cannot do the 
things which we would. And we declare this condition 
of sin to he our Christian liberty when in such a state 
we make ourboastof being justified by Christ. "But 
it'welive after thejlesh we shall die." And such is the 
case with every man when, enticed by sin, he forsakes 
the law uf liberty, and suffers himself to be brought 
again into bondage to his flesb, that direful captivity, 
out of which there is no deliverance but through the 
liberty which is in Christ Jesus (sec Rom. vii.l3 — 24, ; 
Gal. V. 16 — 26) : " For he that committelh sin is the 
servant of sin ! and the servant abideth not iu the 
house for ever, but the son abideth ever." Now, if 
through the knowledge of the Son we have b^^ 
made free, we have also been brought into his house, 
to dwell there : and the law of this house is a royal law 
of love ; a love assimilating us into his own image, and 
leading us to be perfect, even as our Father who is in 
heaven is perfect, and opening our ear to understand 
how "he that abideth in him ought himself so to walk, 
«ven as he walked." 

Let us, then, " as many as be perfect, be thus mind- 
ed: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God 
shall reveal even this unto you ;" provided we yield up 
ourselves to the Lord and obey his voice, and break 
off our sins by righteousness, with earnest prayer for 
the removal of every hindrance, and the crucifixion of 
every idol ; that so, " laying aside every weight, and 
piB sin that does most easily beset ug, we may run 
^^i^BPltfeeS the r{(9f set befgrs w" Jrft OUCJMy 



tition be, " Take away all iniqulLj, and receive ua 
graciously ;" for the Lord our God has sjioken ; and his 
word to us and to all men is, " Cleanse your hands, ye 
sinners ; and purify your hearts, ye double-minded. 
Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep : let your laughter 
be turned into mourning, and your joy into heaviness. 
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he 
shall lift you up." Draw near ; for it is God invites 
you : but let it be as the blood-bought brethren of Ihe 
Lamb, the price of your redemption ; sayingfrom the 
heart, " God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unlo the world. Never- 
theless I live ; yet not I, but Christ livelh in me : and 
the life 1 now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

Know, then, that " sin shall not have dominion 
over us, because we are not under the law, but under 
grace; for the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
baa set us free from the law of sin nnd death which 
is in onr flesh." And though death be still present 
in the flesh because of sin, yet death andsin are van- 
quished foes ; and life is present in our spirits because 
of righteousness, and life and the Spirit triumph. 
In the flesh sin and death are present, but sin and 
dealh no longer reign. There is death, but death in 
contact with life, darkness wilh light, weakness with 
omnipotent strength : and the arm of Jehovah shall 
overcome, and the powers of hell shall be driven back, 
they shall be overthrown. " Satan shall be bruised 
under our feet shortly," 

With these few remarks I conclude my narrative 

respecting the brethren in the west of Scotland, which 

b3 
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I now comniendto your cousciences, entrealiag you 
aU not to oousider my stay there as if it were of 
too short a duration to justify the confideDce in wbicb 
I make this appeal. I am not ignorant that, accord- 
ing to the present system of religious doubtiag, the 
life-time of a professor is insufficient, on just and 
conscientious grounds, to afford a satisfactory eri' 
deuce of liis lieiug really in the faith. Same, how- 
ever, will allow, that after passing a certain stage of 
probation, the boundaries of which it is impossible 
to define, they may, without the dread of incurring 
u charge of presumption, decide on their beiog in a 
stale of acceptance with God. Others again, per- 
ceiving the difficulty of coming to an honciit decision 
on such precarious grounds, and yet knowing no 
better, and that, as regards themselves, all such at- 
tempts at judging their brethren only suffice to cherish 
in the soul that spirit of judgment which the word 
condemns, think to cut this knot by hoping charitably 
(as they speak) of all men, and their systems, who 
do not avowedly deny the name of Jesus. But surely 
the real presumption lies in any man, thus infide), 
presuming to hope either for himself or others, where 
there plainly exists no real ground of hope. Be not 
deceived into imagining, that the life of Christ is 
that shred of a life, that vain shew which the church 
at present exhibits to the world, the blind leading 
the blind, and remaining blind, because they say we 
see ! Believe it not, for the gift of God is the gift of 
a life not received after a doubtful manner, or after 
a certain period spent in willing and running, be it 
short or be it long, but from the first apprehension 
gf it by faith, begotten in the soul by the li?i 
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word, and putting forth strength, a streugt^prop^* 
tioiied to faith in that holy name, in the knowledge of 
which standeth both its spirit and power, always 
bearing about in the body ihe dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be made maiii- 
t'est in our body. And be warned by the example of 
Felix, who sent for Paul, and heard him concerning 
the faith in Christ. "And as he reasoned of itghteoua- 
aess, temperance, and juilgment to come, Felix trem- 
bled, and answered. Go thy way for this time, when I 
have a more convenient season I will call for thee," 
While, however, it is siu for any man willingly to 
remain in ignorance of the only foundation which 
God has laid in Zion, and thus judging after the infi- 
delity in his own heart, to doubt his brother also, 
yet it is clearly according to truth, to lell that brotlier, 
"Let not himlhatgirdethon his harness, boast himself 
as he that putteth it off;" because such boasling be- 
trays a lamentable ignorance of the nature of the 
eonOiot to which be is called, and discovers a spirit 
slumbering under Ihe armour of God, instead of 
turning the battle to the gale, as men appointed to 
salvation. For the weapons of onr warfare are not 
carnal, butwiiy/i(y through God, overcoming by the 
blood of the Lamb, and the word of our testimony, 
and not loving our lives unto the death. Behold we 
count them happy who endure, and who, when the 
end comes, can say, " I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept Ihe faith; hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give 
me at that day, and not to me only, but unto all those 
that love his appearing." ^ \ .,.■.,■ ■. 
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Do not then, my dear brethren, turn aw^y wifB 
cold indifference from the testimony which has now 
been delivered to you: for the Judge is near, even 
at the door, aa is manifest from these gif^s ministered 
by his Spirit ; an earnest of still greater things, and 
the heralds of our Lord's ajiproach. And remember 
there is in the word of God a readiness to revenge 
all disobedience, when your obedience (that is, of the 
church) is fulfilled ^ for then shall the Lord be re- 
vealed from heaven ta flaming Jire, taking vengeance 
on those that know not God, and that obey not the 
Gospel, For " every battle of the warrior is with con- 
fused noise and garments rolled in blood, but thb 
shall be with burning and fuel of fire," (See Dan. vii- 
9,10; 2 Pet. jii. 10.) "Because the Lord shall 
rise up as in Mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in 
the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work. Aw 
itrange work, and bring to pass bis act, his strange 
act." Now, therefore, be ye not mockers, lest your 
bands be made strong, but be looking out for Ihc 
coming of your Lord, when he shall cause the glory 
of his voice to be heard, and shall shew the light- 
ing down of his arm, with the indignalion of his anger, 
and with the dames of a devouring lire, with scatter- 
ing, and tempest, and hailstines. Once again, let me 
entreat you to " beware, lest that come upon you 
which is spoken of in the Prophets, Behold, ye de- 
apisers, and wonder, and perish ; for I work a work in 
yonr days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe. 
though a man declare it unto yon," 

I shall now offer a few remarks on the truth, which, 
:d tn the love of it, dwelleth in us, and Khali 
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be- in ns for ever; and may we oil driak into the 
Spirit of truth. 

And chief, as worthy of all acceptatiou, we believe 
in the unlimited and unfeigned love of God to all 
mankind; a love which God hath *' commended to- 
wards us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us, a propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world: Behold the Lamb of God, which takelh 
away the sin of the world: The Saviour of all men, 
who gave his life a ransom for all." No record can 
shine forth with a clearer light than this, that Jeaua 
Christbas " lasted death far every man." Therefore, 
let every man take heed to his spirit, lest he be found 
corrupting the word of God, or handling it deceit- 
fully. Aud let him receive, without further gainsay- 
ing, in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with flesfa- 
\y wisdom, a witness which brings unto all glad 
tidings from God, who justilielh the ungodly. And 
we have seen and do testify, that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

In his unspeakable gift, Christ Jesus, God has ijja- 
uifesled unlo the world the unsearchable riches of 
his grace; and in the agony of the Son given, is 
revealed the measure of his love to every creature. 
And the first taste of this pure and inexpressible love, 
flows into our hearts, in knowing and believing the 
love Ihat God hath to us; — a love which is daily 
bearing fruit in that long suffering which wills not thai 
any should perish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance. It is this Gospel which leaves every man 
wholly inexcusable, who still goes on in the paths of 
the destroyer, despising the riches of his goodness 
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and forbearance, and long-suffering;, not knotoing 
that the goodness of God leadeth him to repentancei 
and scornfully rejecting a mercy which comes lo faim, 
as to all, a free gift. Great must be the sia and 
the pride of that heart which can thus persist in re- 
fusing to acknowledge, that " herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent hia Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins." 

Also, " if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his." Now, to possess this Spirit, is to 
have the heart of Jesus, which is the heart of God. ' 
What that heart is, may be read in his tears and lamen- 
tations over Jerusalem, about to become a desoIattQU, 
and in bis intercessory prayer for his murderers, " Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 
And, exalted to the right hand of God, shall we pre- 
sume to say that the Lord has ceased to he the same 
JesU9 who in the days of his flesh revealed the mind 
and will of his Father, or that the Father has ceased 
to be of the same mind? Far from us be all such dis- 
hoDourahie thoughts. " God is not man, that he 
should lie, nor the Son of man, that he should re- 
pent:" •* He is without variableness, or shadow of 
turning;" and our Jesus is declared to be " the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever;" who still ex cltums 
with grief over every persecuting and blaspheming 
spirit, " Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou meV and 
whose heart still mourns over a world lying in the 
wicked one ; and whose present lamentation over a 
disobedient and gainsaying people is, " Hear, O 
heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord hath 
spoken, I bave nourished and brought ap chtldren. 
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and they have rebelled againstme." And, again, " O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou ihat killest the prophets, 
and stonest them that are sent unto thee, how ofCea 
would I have gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gatheretb her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not!" And the Holv Ghost does still, in the 
bowels audmercies of Jesus, kindle a like flame of holy 
love in the brensls of his hrethreu — a love which 
yearns over the ungodly, and grieves, being vexed at 
ihe hardness of men's he.irts. " Forthe ox knoweth 
bis owner, aud Ibe ass his master's crib; hut Israel 
does not know, my people do not consider." But, oh ! 
measure if you can the sorrows of a Brother who is 
daily wounded in the house of his friends, by those 
who say, " Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
their Lord commands," and who, under the fair pro- 
miseof repentance, faith, and obedience to the Gospel, 
are daily going about to establish a righteousness of 
their own, not submitting themselves to the righte- 
ousness of God, ever learning, but never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth, which teaches, 
that God is reconciled unto the world, not imputing 
unto them their trespasses, and that, in believing ibis 
message, man becomes reconciled to God, 

Upon Jesus was the chastisement of our peace. 
But, in order to become our substitute, the most per- 
fect union with the nature of his brethren, in their 
present fallen condition, was essentially necessary. 
For he must be a man '* who can have compassion on 
the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way, 
for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity." 
Indeed, so itidispeasible is ibis union to the perfect 
constitution of the person of our Elder Brother, that 
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without it, he could never have been " a rfiercifijl' antt 
faitlifu! High Priest, in things pertainiog to God. 
Wherefore it behoved hlin to be made like unto his 
brethren iu all things. And forDsmuch as the chil- 
dren were partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
Htewise look part of the same;" under the same law, 
yet without being brougbl under its domiaioQ and 
power; — since, on becoming sin for us, he knew no 
sin ; whereas the children are born in sin, and need 
to be regenerated by the Spirit and word of the Lord, 
and also for sins eommifled after regeneration, thej 
need the continual sprinkling of blood. But of Jesus 
it is written, " The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee, 
therefore also that holy thing that shall be born of 
ihee, shall be called the Son of God." Hence the 
person of Jesus was holy, because he was born of God, 
and his flesh was sanctified by the indwelling Word 
and the presence of the Holy Ghost: according to 
that saying of our Lord, " Say ye of Him whom the 
Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world," &c. 
Thus sanctified from the womb, the Son continued to 
be sustained in holiness by the power of the Holy 
Spirit Ihrotigh faith in God ; and to have his will pre- 
sented ever in perfect accordance with the will of his 
Father : "For both he that sanctifieth and (hey who 
are sanctified are all of one," Therefore, flesh and 
blood as we are, he suifered, being tempted, and yet 
remained the Holy One ; for, while tabernacling in the 
flesh, " he was in allpointa tempted like as we are, yet 
without sill," which he overcame by faith, " leaving us 
an example, that we should follow his steps; who did 
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: who, 



when be van reviled, reviled not again; wnen ne 
sulTered he tbreatened not, but committed liimself to 
Him who judgelh righteously." And finally, as the 
Captain of our salvation, be was made perfect through 
sufferings. ForinbisownPersonbefiDisbed transgres- 
sion.and made an end of sin, and made reconciliation 
for iniquity, when, though the Eternal Spirit, be of- 
fered himself without spot unto God, xmd was brou^'ht 
back again from the dead thrauyk the blood of Ihe 
Everlasting Covenant, bringin^^ in an everlasting righ- 
teousness, and redeeming us from the curse of the 
law, being " made a curse for as; as it is written, 
Cursed is every one that bangeth on a tree. . .Who 
His own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sin, should live unto righ- 
teousness ; by whose stripes ye were healed." " Is it 
notliing lo jon, all je that pass by i Behold, and see 
if there be any sorrow lilie unto my sorrow, which is 
done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afiltcted me 
in the day of his fierce anger." Remember that it 
was for your transgressions I was wounded, and for 
your iniquities I was bruised : (urn ye, then, and look 
upon your Brother whom your sins have pierced, a 
Brother born for adversity ; and come and taste a bro- 
ther's love ; for "he that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he halh not 
seen I " 

But Jesus, who was made of a woman, and thus 
took flesh in common with all mankind, was also made 
" under the law, to redeem them that were under the 
law." Now, however true it be that the Gentiles had 
never been brought under the law, as adispensation of 
carnal ordinances, to continue until the times of refer- 
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matiDn, yet.in placing tbe Jews uoderthis law, God tes- 
tified to both Jew and Geutile that, but for grace, such, 
GiDCB the Fail, had ever been the condition of man's 
standiog before him ; even as such in very deed was the 
Gouditionorour Hepresentative, by w bom came grace 
aod truth. " For the law was added because of trans- 
gressions, till the Seed should come, unto whom the 
promise was made." That is, when men by their mul- 
tiplied transgressions had lost all knowledge of the true 
God, and of their own sinful state and conditioa before 
him, lest the truth should utterly perish from the earth, 
it pleased God to select a people, and make of tbera a 
great nation, to be the depositaries of bis oracles. 
And so by the law was taught first to the Jew, and 
through the Jew to all nations, the knowledge of the 
living and the trneGod. And in itm^n saw, reflected 
as from a mirror, the curse, in the guilt of a violated 
commaudment: "For by the law is the knowledge nf 
sin:" see also 1 Tim. i. 9. But more especially it 
held up to the view of all men the holiness of God; 
that righteousness of the law which Moses thus de- 
scribes ; that "the man who doelh these things shall 
live by them." Behold, then, the condition into which 
Jesus was born, when as our kinsman he came to re- 
deem bis brethren. Into which condition all fiesli 
has been virtually brought in his person ; because the 
honour of God forbade alike the abrogation of this 
law and the responsibility to law under which all flesh 
had come. Therefore, between the claims of law, and 
the responsibility of all living flesh under law, there 
existed a bond of union co-eval with thelifeof theflesh, 
and which remained indissoluble, save by the pouring 
it of this life. By this act only could deliverance be 
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wrought fat us Trom the domiDioti of law, " that being 
dead vherein we were held." As, then, all hope of 
deliverance by the removal of the law must cease for 
ever ; aud as the law itself, through weakness of the 
Qesh, could uot impart to the sinner thut life unto 
which, Devertheless, it had been truly ordained ; how 
should the heart leap for joy aad receive as glad tidings 
the loosening of tliis iron band, and the opening of the 
prison-door through the rent veil of Immanuers flesh, 
who for our aakes" became obedient unto death;" that 
by his slain body all flesh might die, and through him 
become dead to the law, and, if dead to the law, then 
dead to sin. For, in the mouth of the Apostle, whe- 
ther addressing Jew or Gentile, the being dead lo 
the law and dead to sin are equivalent expressions. 
Thus we see that, until the Word was made flesh, all 
Besb bail been brought in guilty before God. But 
when Christ came in flesh, living in all holy subjec- 
tion to the law of his Father, then was made manifest 
the true circumcision— that of " the heart, in the spi- 
rit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, 
hnt of God." He could stand forth in the presence 
of bis enemies, and, in the innocencyand integrity of 
his heart, could put forth this challenge, " Which of 
jou convinceth me of sin!" And at his baptism, 
when just entering upon his public ministry, he could 
say, " Thus it becomelh us to fulfil all righteousness.'' 
It was then that in bis person the law had been mag- 
Dified and rendered honourable, and the command- 
ment proved to be "holy, aud just, and good," For now 
that taw, which God had ordained unto life, but which 
all men had found to be unto death, was seen to issue 
in life, by the obedience of the man Christ Jesus, who 
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eaininistar of the circumcision /or the trutK 
God, to caDfirm the promises made unto the fathers. 
Such was the good confession wituessed before Pontius 
Pilate: "To this end was I born, and for this cause 
came I into the world, thai I should bear witness unto 
the truth." This is He who is the faithful and true 
Witness, the First- begotten from the dead ; for of 
him it is written, "Then said I, Lo, I come: in the 
volume of the book it is written of me : I delight to do 
thy will, O my God : yea, thy law is within my heart. 
By the which will we are sanctified, through )he offer- 
ing of the body of Jesus Christ once :" hence Christ 
fulfilled the condition.-, on which rested, not only the 
inheritance of the land of Canaan by the Jew, but 
the far more glorious inheritance, — the heirship of 
the world to come by the sons of God, the election 
from among both Jews and Gentiles. And thus, by 
the obedience of one Man, the truth of that life 
which all flesh had hitherto falsified by one con- 
tinued act of disobedience, was rescued from the ap- 
parent lie under which it lay, and established zs a 
glorious reality ; for it was publicly verified and con- 
firmed when upon the person of his Son, after thirty 
years of unbroken obedience to the law, God tiie 
Father afiBxed his own seal on the day of his baptism; 
sealing him with the Holy Spirit of promise ; to which 
our Lord refers: "For Him hath God the Father 
sealed." Now, the sum of what I have said amounts 
to this : That as a broken law was the barrier interposed 
between us and life, so this barrier was removed by 
the obedience of Christ, who walked in all holiuess 
and righteousness of life, according to the precept, 
" Do this, and live," upholding life thereby. Weighed 
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in tiie balmoes of the sanctuary, his work wbm found 
perfect before his 6od» pointing him out as the righ- 
teoos Branch which was to grow out of the root of 
Kb father Abraham. In proof whereof, God sealed 
tiis beloved Son, in whom he was well pleased, with the 
Holy 8))irit unto the work of the ministry, *' in order to 
fioisli transgression by the sacrifice of himself, and so 
to wash his brethren from their sins by the shedding of 
his own Mood ; and also as that sanctified One, whom 
Grod the Father had sealed, to manifest nnto this 
present world the powers of the world to come, in a 
life which was henceforth to be above the law, and 
which life he bestows upon all his disciples; according 
to that saying, ''As the living Father hath sent me, and 
1 live by the Father, so he that eateth me, even he shall 
Uve by me/' And herein appears the exceeding sin- 
fqlnesa of our sin, that it should have wrought death 
in OS by a law which was ordained unto life, re- 
<iiiiring love only as its fulfilment, and which, in the 
experience of our Elder Brother, was proved to be 
very good. But flesh, under a law of sin and death, 
IB enmity ; and ** the carnal mind is not subject to the 
lawof God, neither indeed can be/' '' What,howeverk 
the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesht God did, by sending his own Son in the like** 
ness of sinfal flesh, and for sin condemned sin in the 
flesh, that the righteousness of the law might be ful- 
filled in us, who walk not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit/' Being, then, made free from sin, we become 
the servants of righteousness, receiving ''the adoption 
of sons/' With this adoption comes the Spirit of a 
new life, exercising over the members of our body the 
holy influence of a new law, even the law of the Spirit 
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"of H^Suiess, which reigns in the miBht and poW^^ 
of Him who raiaed up Christ from the dead, whose 
temples we are. 

This fouiidatioD for the uuioo of Christ with us, and 
his suhatitution for us in the Qesh, and for our present 
union with him asa quickening spirit, God had already 
laid in the law of imputation : " For as by one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin, so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. 
Moreover, since by man came death, by man came 
also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even bo in Christ shall all be made alive." As 
therefore corruption, and death, the wages of sin, 
came into the world by the first Adam, so the resur- 
rection and the life, the reward of righteousness, came 
into the world by the Second Adam. " For as by one 
man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience of One shall many be made righteous," 
according to this holy law of God; and "God is love." 
How, then, is this imputation of sin derived unto lU 
from Adam i Not from Adam's sin, apart from all con- 
nexion with him, but by reason of Adam's sin and 
onr union with him as a federal head, containing in 
his body of sin the seed of all his posterity. It is this 
union with our common parent and representative 
which is the channel through which the imputation 
of sin reaches us, placing us in the condition of sis- 
uers ; a condition which we well know and understand 
to be, not a fiction merely, hut a sad reality. So also 
the imputation of righteousness from Christ the Second 
Adam is not derived unto us from the righteousness of 
Christ apartfrom all present participation therein, but 
from Christ's righteousness and our union with Him< 
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who rose' from the dead to become unJo us " a Hviog 
quickeniDg Spirit, the Second Adam, the Lord froin 
heaven," and the federal Head of all his children, who 
are begotten againof an incorruptible seed, even by the 
living and abiding Word. Ip this exaltation of fallen 
humanity to a state of righteousness before God and 
oar Father, the doctrine uf imputation shines forth in 
all its grace and loveliness; Rince, according to thislaw, 
Christ glorified is planted by his Father as the Rock of 
Ages, and his righteousness unto all men, even that 
Plant of renown, "the First-born of many brethren :" a 
Fountain of life, and the righteous Source of all the 
blessings that flow to sinners: the It ranch upon which is 
grafted his church abiding in holy union, being one 
spirit with their risen Lord. For as thefirst Adam was 
made a living soul, and our natural life and condition of 
sio is really, and not fictiliuusty, derived from him, so the 
Last Adam, the Lord from heaven, was made a quick- 
ening Spirit, and our spiritual life and condition of 
righteousness is as really derived from Him also : " for 
we are members of bis body, and of his flesh, and of 
his bones." We see, then, that spiritual life is as truly 
derived to us from our risen Head, as the natural life 
is from our fallen head. " For of his own will begat 
he US with the word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of first-fruits of his creatures," And ''blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to bis abundant mercy has begotten us again 
unto a living hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead," 

By this law of union with us, and substitution for us, 
all mankind are proved to be one flesh; and that flesh, 
in the sight of God, justly chargeable with all the sins 
done in its body. Therefore, the disciple, in con- 
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fessiDg sin, does not forget this sin, common to him 
witb all flesh, and become exceeding great in the sin 
of the world, of his land, and of the church. Bui be 
prays that God would avert tVom all bis righteous 
judgments, and mercifully look down upon alt in the 
face of his Anointed, through whose intercession all 
have been hitherto preserved, as also through the 
Spirit of intercession poured out upon the church, who 
are his remembrancers to intercede with him for all 
these things. And as Abraham for Sodom, so ought 
we to intercede for the kingdoms of Babylon, our s[>i- 
ritual Sodom; sighing and crying before God for all 
the abominations which have been so wickedly done by 
them in this our common fleshy if, perad venture, God 
would give to some of them repentance, that they 
might be saved. He also most earnestly prays to 
God for an out'pouring' upon all his dear children of 
a powerful spirit of intercession for their land, that in 
the midst of these hia judgments bis mercy may be glo- 
rified in the acknowledgment of his Name, until it can 
be truly witnessed among us, " So mightily grew the 
word of God and prevailed." In confessing the sins of 
bis brethren, he does not, as the Pharisee, stand afar off 
from bis own flesh, thanking God that be is not like 
otbers;hiitconsider3, witb deep humility, that his 6esh is 
the same with all other flesh, even a body of sin and 
death, over which he obtains the victory only through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. And herein he acknowledges 
with thanksgiving that, being as we all are one flesh, 
Christ took that flesh, and became a servant of ser- 
vants, that we through bis poverty might be euricbed, 
being raised, and made one spirit with our risen Lord ; 
that so partaking of his power, we might bring forth 
fruit unto God. Forasmuch, then, as Christ hath 
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suffered for ua in the flesh, let us arm ourselves like- 
wise with the same mind, looking unto Jesus, the 
Author and Fiuiaher of our faith, that, strengthened 
by his Spirit's might in the inner man, we may crucify 
the flesh, with its affections and lusts; overcoming, 
even as He overcame, being more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us. Brethren, "if we live 
in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit, and we 
shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh." 

But if ye be led of the Spirit ye are not under ike 
law. Hence of " the fruit of the Spirit, which is 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance." it is said, " Against 
such there is no law." Admitting this to be indeed 
true of any man. In any one instance, and it must 
be equally true of all men in every instance, where 
this fruit of the Spirit is produced, whether it be 
found under the Gospel, Mosaical, or Patriarchal 
dispensations : because under all of them the fruit 
of the Spirit is the same, and can only be " in all 
goodness, and righteousness, and truth." As a wit- 
ness to this fact, we have an irrefragable proof, in 
the election from among both Jews and Gentiles — 
since under the Law, the Jew had the Gospel preach- 
ed unto him, and was saved by hope as we are, and 
cleansed by the same promises, even the promise of 
a better resurrection: to obtain which he endured 
saSerings and torture, not accepting deliverance from 
death (Heb. xi. 35). " Unto which promise the 
Twelve Tribes instantly serving Gud day and night, 
hope to come*." This oneness of spirit under dis- 
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penBations so dissimilar as those of the Law and of 
the Gospel, is strikingly illustrated ia the character 
of the true circumcisiou, both Jew and Geatile, as it 
is written first of the Jew : "For he is not a Jew who 
h one outwardly," (^tbat is, trusting to the letter of the 
law); " neither is that circumcision, which is outward 
in the flesh. But he is a Jew which is one inwardly, 
and circumcision is that of the heart, in ihs Spirit, 
and not in the letter, whose praise is not of man bat 
of God." And next of the Gentile, " We are the true 
circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, and re- 
joice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence In the 
flesh." (SeealsoCol.ii.il.) Hence we learn, that, 
whether under the Law or under the Gospel, tfce 
true Jew, and the true circumcision, are those only 
who are Christ's; for " then are they Abraham's seed, 
and heirs according to the promise." Such are free 
indeed, for they have the Spirit of Christ. Now, 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty, be- 
cause bis Spirit is the Spirit of adoption, and his lav 
a law of love. And in whomsoever this law reigns, 
and reign it must, where " the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto 
us," there is the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus, which sets us free from the law of sin and deatb. 
Moreover, ' ' love is the fulfilling of the law ; " and this 
love of God, the very spirit of the law, which has beei 
fulfilled aad perfected in tbe person of our Elder 
Brother, is revealed in us also by bis Spirit, that tbe 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us," who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, For be 
that dwelletb in love, dwelletb in God, and God in 
In bim verily is tbe love of God perfected." 




Tfaus, first iu ovr Head, and thence deseendin^ into his 
body, '* morcj- and truth meet together, peace and righ- 
eoDSuess kiss each other." Truth shall spring out of 
the earth, and righteousness look down from heaven." 
Moreover, a law of liberty, must approve itself 
to the conscience to he essentially a law of choice, 
wherein a man is led, not by constraint but willing* 
ty, to choose the service of God, and walk in all his 
commandments, which are no longer grievous. And 
as the end of this wUling service is the recompence 
of reward, so in the pursuit of it the disciple, not as 
a matter of necessity, but for the joy thereof, sells all 
that he hath. And by thus being called to share in the 
love and joy of his Lord, he is led to know from ex- 
perience, that the righteousness of God is not only 
unto but also upon him. Upon bim as inwrought by 
the power of the Spirit quickening within him the 
seed of the word: Unto him, inasmuch as " we yet 
wait for the hope of righteousness by faith," which is 
our adoption, even the redemption of our bodies. As 
therefore our fellowship in the sufferings of our Lord 
were seen to be real and not fictitious, so likewise our 
present participation in ihe righteousness of Christ, is 
a reality and no fiction ; for it is the very righteous- 
ness of Christ inwrought by his Spirit,, and begetting 
within us a faith that worketh by luve, and over- 
cometh the world, resisting even unto hlood: " For 
we know that whosoever is born of God, sinueth 
not: bnt he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, 
and that wicked one toucheth him not. In this the 
children of God are manifest, and the children of the 
devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness, is not of 
God, neither he that loveth not his brother." 
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The doctrines of the grace of God are continually 
set before the church in the ordieances of Baptism 
and of the Lord's Supper, Of Baptism it is writteD, 
" Arise and be baptized, aod wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord." It consists, there- 
fore, in the washiagaway of our sins, and in calling 
on the name of the Lord. The first part is accom- 
plished by the crucifixion ofthe body of sin, and its burial 
in the grave with the body of Christ, by whose slain 
body we become dead to the 'law. Because as life 
was the bond of union between the law and all flesh, 
this union was dissolved by the exfinclion of that life 
which Christ poured out in the shedding of his blood. 
Moreover, as he rose from the dead not the same 
natural body of flesh and blood, mortal and corrup- 
tible, but another, even a spiritual body, glorious 
and immortal ; so we also, beiog wedded to this 
spiritual body, are raised and seated with hint, who 
is made unto us both Lord and Christ. Therefore it 
is, that, being raised with Christ, we henceforth call 
upon his name, the name of our risen and glorified 
Head. For in that he died for all, all are proved to 
be dead ; and in that he rose again, he rose that Ibey 
who are dead with him might through him ha\e1ife: 
buried with him in baptism unto death, wherein also 
ye are risen with him : " For as many as have 
been baptized unto Christ, liave put on Christ," On 
this account, baptism is said to save us, not the put- 
ting away the liltb of the flesb, but the answer of a 
fjrood conscience by the resurrection, &c, Since in 
the washing of regeneration, we not only put off the 
old man, but also put on the new man ; which new 
man is our present justification before God. Behold 



then ibe "water of separation" through which we 
pass from death to life, by him who hath " delivered 
us from the power of darkuess, and hath translated 
us into the kingdom of his dear Son:" "Even as 
Christ also loved the charch, and gave himself for it, 
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the tvasAtn^ 
of water by the word; that he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, uot having spot or wrioklei 
or any such thing; but that it should be holy, and 
without blemish." As it is said, " Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spoken unto you. 
Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth." 
Herein we receive the beginning of our sanctification, 
in a new life; by which walking in newness of spirit, 
with the answer of a good conscience, we are en- 
abled to " yield ourselves uuto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead, and our members as instruments 
of righteousness unto God." To the end of carrying 
on this work of sanctification, which consists in the 
renewal of the soul justified before God in the name 
of the Lord, and in having the mind and conseieuce 
purified from sin, " holding faith and a good con- 
science," the Supper was instituted. 

And, first, iu the bread broken, we have commu- 
nion with the body of our Lord ; and by this outward 
participation in the symbol of the glorified body of 
Christ, our justification or righteousness in the sight 
of God, is visibly exhibited to the church. And not 
only so, but in discerning the Lord's body by faith, 
we become real partakers of that living and abiding 
word, which in the power and might of his Spirit 
dwells within us, and shall he in us for ever. It is 
this presence of the word made flesh, but now glori- 
fied, and passed into the Holiest, that is our present 
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justification there in the sight of bis Father and t 
Father, of his God and our God. And the same 
presence, even the living word that now abideth in 
ns, justifies us in this our present condition; because 
"as he is, so are we in this world." By reason, how- 
ever, of the ignorance that is in us, from the slowness 
of our hearts to believe all that is freely given us to 
know, and of a defective faith towards the person of 
our risen Head, to ful&l in us all the good pleasure of 
his goodness, and the work of faith with power, our 
flesh cleaveth to ti>e dust, and is constantly prone to 
sin : therefore we stand in a continual ueed of blood 
to CLBANSB V3, maintaining the answer of a good 
conscience received in baptism; that so, without fur- 
ther hinderance, "holding the mystery of the faith 
in a pure conscience," we may proceed in the work 
of sanctification, "that the Name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in us, and we in him, according 
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ." 
Now this gracious provision we have in the cup, " the 
communion of the btood of Christ, which we drink." 
And inasmuch as its operation is on the miod and 
conscience, which require to be frequently renewed, 
it differs from the washing of regeneration, which is 
theburialof thebodyof oursinsin the grave of Christ, 
and cannot be repeated ; since the sprinkling of blood 
is continually necessary to preserve the conscience nn- 
defiled, as was typically set forth in the daily morn- 
ing and evening sacrifice : " For the life of the flesh 
is in the blood; and I have given it to you vpon the 
altar, to make an atonement for your souls ; for it is 
the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul ;" 
according as it is written, " How much more shall the 
blood of Christ purgoyour conscience from dead works !' 
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beiDg the Gl^od of One that "ever live» to make in- 
tercession for us." Therefore the new and living way 
which the Father has opened up unto us is a way of ho- 
liness by the blood of Christ ; wherein " if we say that 
we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we 
lie, and do not the truth : but if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanselk us from 
all sin." Moreover, this cup is ordained for the puri- 
fication of the mind, by presenting to it the hope of 
glory ; since it is also the new testament in the blood 
of the Lamb, bequeathing to us a rich inheritance of 
exceeding great and precious promises, that by these 
our minds might be "cleansed from all filthiness of 
Qesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of the 
Lord." And herein the wine we drink is that joy of 
the Lord which is the strength of our hearts : substi- 
tuting for the vanities and lies, received by tradition 
from our fathers, the promises and hope of the glory 
of God. 

A discrimination between the cop and baptism is 
evident, wherein the one is more especially referred 
to the " faith which overcometh," and the other to the 
pnrification of the conscience. Let us draw near " with 
atrueheart.in full assurance of faith; having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water;" that is, through the Spirit, 
"presented a living sacrifice." Also, in the follow- 
ing Scripture they appear to be distinguished : " But 
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are jus- 
tified in the Name of onr Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God." This Name or Word of God, 
present with the Father, and present in our hearts, is 
g2 



our justification before God, We also learD that one of 
theofficesof the Spiritis to convince the world of righ- 
teouaness, by setting bis seal to that truth which J esus 
had previously declared : " Of rigbleousDess, because 
I go to the Father." Of this righteousness of oar Klder 
Brother uo greater proof could be adduced than the 
fact of bis entrauce into the holiest, and of his presence 
there with his God, and our God. Nor of this fact can 
any strouger assurance be given tbao the presence of 
the Holy Spirit with us, as the Comforter proceeding 
from Christ glorified, and seahng unto us this glorious 
truth. He is pre-emioently the Witness for God unto 
men. Upon this witness Peter fixes (Acts xv. 8) as 
a demonstration from God to the Jews that he "put 
no difference between them and the Gentiles, purify- 
ing their hearts by faith." So that, besides the Name 
of the Lord indwelling, we liave also the Holy Spirit 
inhabiting our bodies as his temple, and by his gifts 
testifying with power unto the resurrection and pre- 
sence of Christ with his Father. This, therefore, is 
another, and, in his msoifestation, a visible bond of 
union between us and our risen Lord, justifying us 
before God "in the sight of the world, and of angels, 
and of men:" even as Christ also was "justified in 
the Spirit" (1 Tim. iii .10 ; John i. 32—34 ; Luke iii, 
21, 22 ; Mark i. 10, 12 ; Matt. iii. 13—17). 

Also the three witnesses spoken of by John, while 
they bear an outward testimony to the world, witness 
within the bosom of the church. Outwardly the 
Spirit by his gifts demonstrates unto all men the resur- 
rection of Jesus, as God's anointed King and Priest 
upon his throne, "withpoweroverallQesh-" Inwardly, 
as (he Spirit of adoption, he " witnesses with our spirits 



that we are the children of God." So also the Word, 
in Ibe letter which killelh, outwardly testifies unto all ; 
but in the Spirit witnesses within tbe church by itslil'e- 
giviog power. Outwardly, the water, flowing from the 
pierced side of the Lord is visibly exhibited uQto all men 
in baptism, shewing forth the washing of regeneration. 
Inwardly, it is death to the flesh, in " the putting off 
of the old man," and life to the spirit in " the putting 
on of the new man," through the power of the Spirit, 
by the word, which lives in the answer of a good con- 
science. Outwardly, the blood, which flowed together 
wilh the water, and which is lifted up before the con- 
gregation of the Lord in the cup of blessing, exhibits 
to all the costly price of man's redemption, and of 
the purchased possession ; and is a standing memorial 
of the Father's love ^ for " He who spared not his 
owB Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall 
be not with him also freely give us all things I " In- 
wardly, as the blood of sprinkling, cleansing the 
heart, — and as the wine of the inheritance, rejoicing 
tbe understanding, — it purifies both the mind and the 
conscience. " For this is he that came by water and 
Mood : not by water only, but by water and blood : 
and it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the 
Spirit is truth." Such are the means by which "the 
very God of peace sanctifies us wholly, that our spirit, 
and soul, and body may be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord." 

" Now He that descended is the same also that 
ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill 
all things... leading captivity captive, and receiving 
gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them." Being ascended, 
q3 
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the heavens must receive kiin till the times of resti- 
tution of all things; when God shall send this same 
JesQs, who shall then " come in bis own glory, and in 
his Father's, and of the holy angels, and shalt sit upon 
the throne of his glory ; and before him shall be ga- 
thered all nations :" it is then that, clothed with " the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the satots," 
he will receive "the redemption of the purchased 
possession," and "to him shall the gathering of the 
people be." 

As, however, the star of morn precedes the rising 
of the sun, which is to usher in the day, so the Lord 
at his coming will be first revealed to his church, as 
" the Bright and Morning Star" (Rev. ii. 28, xxii.lG); 
previous to his rising upon the nations as the " Sun of 
Righteousness with healing under bis wings." But, oh! 
let no man dream that this sign of the Son of Man in 
the heavens, coming as the Morning Star, will be visi- 
ble to the church iu her present slate of degradation, 
living in pleasure, and wearying the Lord with her ini> 
quilies; — yea, gloryingin her shame and mindingearth- 
\y things, while, underafair shew of liberty, she conceals 
the chains of her captivity. But to the church, aroused 
from her sleep, and arising from the dead, hearken- 
ingto the voice of warning, which says, "Come out of 
her, my people, that ye be vot partakers ofhersina, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues " — and which, 
escaping as for her life, shall fleeing sing, *' Thon art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof; 
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us unto God by 
thy blood, out of every kindred and tongue and people 
and nation, and hast made us unto our God kings and 
^^^^wiests, and we shall reign on the earth." To m|^^k 



cliurch will the Lord be revealed : a clmrcb willing 
and free, and manifeating to the present world "tbe 
powers of tbe world to come;" and shewing, that 
even now, as kings and priests, her sons reign In 
life by tbe Spirit, as they shall soon reign in person, 
the sons of God in puwer, by the resurrection from 
the dead : for in all things they are predestinated, to 
be conformed to the imaga of the Son of God in 
glory*. Then shall the mystical body be completed, 
when the church shall have put on her bridal dress, 

• Fred eali nation, rightly u[iJerstoo(l,is a holy doctrine, and full 
of conaolalion. Holy, because God has not predestinated us to 
salvation as ihe servants of ain, but " unto the adoption of children 
by Jesus Christ unto himself, that we might be tonformed lo the 
image of his Son ; for we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus uoto good worlts which God halh before ordained (hat we 
should walk in them." Full of consolation, because therein, as in 
a glass, ne discern that, although clouds and darkness are round 
about the throne of Jehovah, yet " righteousness and judgment are 
the habitation of his seat," and that in truth " all things work to- 
gether for good to those that love God." Not, however, oy the dire 
necessity of an iron-bauiled fate, but according to the good plea- 
sure of His will, whose all-pervading presence presides, overrules, 
and educes good out of evil, working in the midst of his enemies, 
and "doing whatsoever his band and counsel had determined before 
to be done '' (Acts iv. 28). Thus, predestination stands no less op- 
posed to the inflenible lam of a relentless fete, than to Qie infidel 
and li(%ntiau9 doctrine of a God-denying chance. 

Our election also is ot God ; not with a reference to numbers, 
reviving the old cry of "Are there many to be saved?" — but unto 
holiness, "according to the foreknowledge of God tbe Father, 
through saoctification of the Spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling 
(not shedding) of the blood of Jesus; according also as he has 
chosen us inhimbefbrelhefoundalionof tbe world, that we should 
be holy and without blatne belbre him in lovt." Do you ask, thea, 
by what law boasting is excluded? The reply is. By the law of 
faith: and faith is the gift of God. "Wherefore the rather, brethren, 
giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and lo virtne know' 
ledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance patience, 
and to patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly-kindness, and 
to brotherly kindness charity. Sec.: for if ye do these things ye 
shall never fail; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundtmtly into the everlastiug kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jens Christ." 
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and made herself ready for her Lord; for then shall 
" that great city. Holy Jerusalem, desceud out of 
heaven from God, wbereio do temple is seen ; forthe 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of 
it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon, to shiue in it; for the glory of God did 
Jighteo it, and the Lamb is the light thereof." 

This day of the Lord, which is both the year of bis 
redeemed and the day of his vengeance, liastett 
greatly; for already, in the revolution of empires, 
the concussion of kingdoms, the instability of thrones, 
and the wide spreading desolation of an infidel swaj, 
are to be traced the foot-steps of "the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah," dipped in the blood of his eDemies. 
For yet a little while, and not his feet only, but all 
his garments, shall be sprinkled with their blood, and 
he shall stain all his raiment, when, alone from 
the treading of the wine-press, he "cometh fron 
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah." Surelyil 
will be a day of tribniatiou, and fearful retribution; 
such as never has been, and never shall be agdii. 
And with it cometh an "hour of temptation, to try all 
them that dwell upon the earth." " For, behold, the 
Name of the Lord cometh from far, burning with his 
anger, and the burden thereof is heavy : his lips are 
full of indignation, and his tongue a devouring fire: 
his breath, as an overflowing stream, shall reach to 
the midst of the neck, to sift the nations with tbe 
sieve of vanity ; and there shall be a bridle ia the jaws 
of the people, causing them to err." 

Although the apostasy be consummated, and the 
nations have filled up the measure of their iniquities, 
and nothing binderelh the revelation of Antichrist io 
his day ; yet stUl God, in the largeness of his love, and 
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the riches of his long-snfferiBg, waits to be gracious; 
saying to the four angels, " Hurt uot the earth, neither 
the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants 
of our God in the forehead." And.lo! already, in the 
gift ofthe Holy Spirit, God is manifesting unto all men 
the commencement of that sealing, which as it pro- 
ceeds shall yet awake out of their present sleep his 
slumbering servants, until they shall arise, and, shin- 
ing in the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, 
" go forth without the camp, bearing his reproach ; 
the Spirit of glory and of God resting upon them." 
But, alas ! how sad the spectacle which is now present- 
ed by the church unto the world! Behold that fore- 
head, upon which should have been written theNameof 
her God : how is it wrinkled with the cares, and cloud- 
ed with the spirit of the darkness of this world, and "all 
her garments spotted hy the flesh ! Her gold and her 
silver is cankered, and she has lived in pleasure on 
the earth, and been wanton." Like Babylon, she has 
said in her heart, " I sit a queen, and am no widow, 
and shall see no sorrow : " biit the hour of her judg- 
ment is at hand, and the time of her destitution draws 
near. Stripped of her many idols, and of the trea- 
sures after which her soul has lusted, she shall then 
be brought to the foot of the cross, and there con- 
fess the emptiness and vanity of her present trust, 
crying out, in bitterness of spirit, " My leanness ) 
my leanness ;" a grievous vision is declared unto me : 
"the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, and 
the spoiler spoileth :" yet I knew it not, nor under- 
stood " how wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked I was, while feeding on the husks 
which the swiue did eat." But now " I will arise and 
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go to my Father, and will say unto him, Father, 1 
have sitiQed against heaven, and before Thee, and a; 
no more worthy to be called thy son : make me as one 
of thy hired servants." And theFather shall fall on her 
neck with kisses, blessing her with the faith which is 
"more precious than gold tried in the fire, that she 
may be rich; and white raiment, the breast-plate of 
righteousness, that she may be clothed, and that the 
shame of her nakedness do not appear ; and the Holj 
Spirit, to anoint her eyes, with eye-salve, that she may 
see." Thusclothod, in her right mind, and loathing the 
flesh-pots of Egypt, God, wilh a mighty hand and aa 
out-stretched arm, according to the days of her youth, 
shall again lead and guide her, and pour out upon her 
" a spirit of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord," 
a spirit " of love, and of power, and of a sound 
mind." " For who is like Thee, O Lord, amon^ the 
gods? "Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful 
in praises, doing wonders!" Wherefore, then, art 
thou a God that hidest thyself, and thy Name is con- 
tinually every day blasphemed, saying, " Where is the 
promise of his coming? " and thou regardest it not? 
And thine enemies reproach thee, while they say of 
ihy poople, "Where is now their God ?" Yet thou 
remainest silent. *' How long, O Lord ! Wilt thou re- 
frain thyself for ever ? Revive thy work in the midst 
of the days."..," My beloved spake, and said unto me, 
Rise up. my love, my fair one, and come away. For, 
lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone ; the 
flowers appear on the earth ; the time of the singing 
of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard 
in our land ; the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, 
and the vine wilh ihe tender grapes give a good smell. 
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Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away." Even 
so, Lord, let tby church arise, aud once more behold 
her signs in the lighting down of thine arm, and hear 
thy word by the month of the Holy Ghost, and re- 
ceive from thy bands the gift of apostles, and prophets, 
evangelists, paslors, and teachers, " for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work, of tbe ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ ; " till we all come, " in 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the atature of the fulness of Christ." Then, filled 
with tbe Holy Spirit, and shining resplendent in " tbe 
fulness of Him who filletb all in all," she shall an- 
swer with baldness her enemy in tbe gate. "A voice 
of noise from the c'ty ; a voice from the temple ; a 
voice of the Lord, that renderetb recompence to his 
enemies; a loud voice, saying. Pear God, and give 
glory to him ; for the hour of his judgment is come." 
Behold, now, the Lamb's bride, as she cometh up 
from the wilderness, leaning upon tbe arm of her 
Beloved! How changed is her countenance, beaming 
with the bright effulgence of tbe glory of God ! '■ Who 
is she that lookelh forth as the morning, fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 
banners ? " and, lo ! tbe shout of n King is with her, 
and the burden of her song is, " Behold, he cometb, 
and every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced bim, and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 
because of him. Even so. Amen." 

After the remnant according to the election of 
grace, iu the fulness of the Jews and of the Gentiles, 
shall have come in, this mystery of God in his church 
will be consummated in tbe restoration of tbe kingdom 




to Israel*, and in " the kingdoms of (his world be- 
coming thekiugtioras of our Lord and of his Christ; 
aud he shall reign for ever and ever," These great 
events are described astakiogplace on the sounding of 
theseventhtrumpet(Rev.x.7,xi.l5), when the mystery 
of God will be finished, and the "times of restitution of 

• The difference of standing before God between the Jewish 
nalion and the Gentiles is plainly set fonli by the law ; wherein, 
for the crime of adultery, the bond-woman, because she is a *et- 
vant, was to be punished with stripes only ; but the free-womap, 
because she is thu married wife, with death. Heuce, the chil- 
dren of the bond-womati, wanderers in our streets, and faealen 
with stripes, are yet preserved, cherishing the hope of a return. 
But the children of the free woman, the married wife, and temple 
of the Uoly Ghost, should they sin after the same manner, most 
die. " Now if any man de61e the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy ; for the temple of God is holy ; which temple ye an," 
" Since, for treading under foot the Son of God, and countingihe | 
blood of the covenant, uiAereuiii/t HEuias«une(i/ierf,an unholy Ifcung, 
and doing despite unto the Spirit of Grace," there remains nothing ' 
butafearfullookingfofof fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries." 

It was prophesied of the Lord in his first Advent, " Behold, ihii 
Child is set for the rising again and falling of many in Israel, and 
for asign wliich shall be spoken against (yea, a sword shall {uerce 
through thy, own soul also), that the ihoiights of aiani/ hearts ttm 
be revealed." Thus in the fiilfiUing of his ministry our Lord said, 
" If I had not done among them the works which none other Bu 
did, they had not had sin : but now have they both seen and bated 
both me and my Father." And when the sword pierced throueh 
his soul, the thoughts of the nation who professed lo be looking ni 
le coming of Messiah were still moreopenlyrevealed io"deDyiDg 



the Holy Une and the Just, and desiring a murderer to be granted 
unto them." Aud now, under the present dispensation, which is 
spiritual, should the manifestation of the Holy Ghost unto achuich 
profeHsing to be looking for this outpouring of the Spirit be yet for 
a sign which shall be spoken against : then, as was the ca«e i^wd 
Christ came in person to his temple at Jerusalem, so now the per- 
son of the Comforter, in his temple, the church, will be the test (^ 
which the thoughts of men's hearts will be revealed. But woe 
unto those who shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost; because 
for this sin there is neither forgiveness in this age nor in the age to 
come: therefore the sentence of God against the beast and the ^Ise 
prophet is already ^ue forth; "These bo Ih were cast alive into 
the lake of lire burning with brimstone." 
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'^diiiigs, which God bath spoken by the mouth of' 
all his holy prophets since the world begun," shall be 
fully revealed. " God having made known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to bis good pleasure 
which he hjth purposed in himself: (hat, iu the dii>pen- 
sation of the fulness of limes, be might gather toge- 
ther in one all things in Christ, both which are in hea- 
ven, and which are in earth; even in Him." In that 
day " the earth shall disclose ber blood, and shall no 
more cover ber slain," when, puriiied hy the baptism 
of fire, she shall arise altogether new. " For we know 
that the whole creation, groiiueth and travaileth in pain 
together until now, but then tbc creature shall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption into the glori- 
ous liberty of the children of God." " For yet a little 
while, and l/ie toUked shall not be : yea, thou sbalt 
diligently consider bis place, and it shall not he ; but 
the meek shall inherit the earth." There shall " they 
ring Ihe song of Moses, ibe servant of God, and the 
Bong of the Lumb ;" when Christ, not only the Servant 
of servants under Ibe law, and our Righteousness 
(herein, but also the Paschal Lamb, and our Passover 
slain for us, shall be exalted high above the " new hea- 
vens and new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." 
Glorious and twofold will be the majesty and honour 
of the Kedeemer in the kingdom to come ; when, as 
the God of Abraham's seed, the Lord shall return, 
and build again the tabernacle of David which is fallen 
dovu ; and shall appear in bis temple at Jerusalem, 
shining forth in all the beauly of its terrestrial glory: 
and when, by his new name as the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, he shall be seen dwelling in his 
church, the new Jerusalem, and temple of the Holj' 




^ost, all resplendent with the glory oftne celestit 
and " tbe top-stonE; of each shall be laid with shoutings 
of Grace, ^race unto it." Since of no material and 
earthly building can it be said, " The Lord God Al- 
mighty and the Lamb are the temple of it ; " nor yet 
of any city inhabited by men(even though in a state of 
natural perfectiou), that it "bad no need of the son, 
neither of the moon, to shine into it: for the glory 
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof." This surely cannot be spokenbut of the glo- 
rious majesty of a kingdom which is everlasting, and 
a dominion that endureth throughout all generations ; 
even ofthat "kingdom of God which 8esh and blood 
cannot inherit," hut into which they shall enter who are 
born of water and of the Spirit ; for these are the chil- 
dren of the resurrection, whose present " life is hid 
with Christ in God :" hid, because Christ, being no 
longer in the world, the world seeth him no more: 
so that our life, being received from above, as from 
an unseen Source, is hidden from the eye of the 
natural man, and still continues to be kept by this 
unseen power of God through faith unio salvation. 
But " when Christ who is our Life shall appear, (hen 
shall we also appear with him in glory." And such are 
they " who are Christ's at his coming." Now, indeed, 
this seed of the resurrection life is put into an earthen 
vessel ; of which vessel we know that " it is sown in 
corruption, it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown in 
disbonoar, it is raised in glory ; it is sown in weak- 
ness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, 
it is raised a spiritual body. . So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 
bave put on im|nortality, then shall be brought to pass 



f 

the ss 



79 



saytDg that is written, Death is swallowed ap is 
victory." To be partakers, then, of this spiritual bnild- 
ing, of which such glariaiis things are spoken, a maq 
must be born again. For it is not every man that shaU 
enter into this temple, but only the " remnant accordiDg 
to the election of grace," gathered out of all nations ; 
as it is written, " Them who sleep in Jesus will God 
briB^ with him." Nor yet, of all those that are alive 
" when the Lord shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God," will it be the nations of them that are 
saved that shall enter into this glory; for to them it 
is only given to " walk in the light of it." Because 
this inheritance belongs not unto the kingdoms of this 
world, become the Lord's, nor yet unto the kingdom 
restored to Israel, but unto the election only, who are 
"looking for and basting unto the coming of the day 
of God;" " who also love his appearing." For "the 
dead in Christ shall rise first : then we, who are alive 
and remain, shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever he wilh the Lord : wherefore, comfort one 
another with these words." " Great and marvellous 
are thy works. Lord God Almighty : just and true are 
thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear 
thee, O Lord, and glorify thy Name? for thou only 
art holy r for all nations shall come and worship before 
thee; for thy judgments are made manifest." 

In conclusion, whosoever refuses the full consent 
of bis heart to " Thussailh the Lord," and every word 
of God comes to him under this sanction, lies under 
some delusion of Satan; for all such doubting is plainly 
unbelief working by sin. For example: when it is 
h3 
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♦ritten, that " God hath givea to na eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son : he that hatb the Sou bath life ;" 
and when it is added, " He that believetU not God 
hath made him a liar, because he believelh not the 
record that God gave of his Sod ;" it necessaril; fol- 
lows that, between faith in this record, and, through 
Hobelief, accounting God a liar, there is no alternative. 
To remove all ground of suspicion, and especiallj 
that form of unbelief which disguises itself under 
the garb of humility, this message is proposed to 
va in the shape of a witness ; for the commonest and 
best understood way of receiving information from a 
distance is at the month of a witness. If, then, the 
fact to he witnessed is plain, credible in itself, and 
feasy to be understood, — and of which there cannot 
exist the shadow of a doubt, provided the witnesses 
attesting are competent wifnesses, neither deceived 
themselves nor capable of deceiving others, — then 
there is clearly no room left for hesitation , since faitb 
in such a testimony does not rest on the credibility of 
the fact itself, which is allowed, but on the credit of 
tfae person or persons witnessing to this fact. By this 
rale let us examine the testimony before ua. And 
first as to the fact itself. It is thus slated, tbat 
" The gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.".." For as by the offence of one jndg;- 
tnent came upon all men to condemnation, even so 
by the righteousness of One the free f/ift came upon 
all men unto justification of life." Again : " If thoa 
knewesl the Gift of Goil, and who it is that saith unto 
thee. Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked irf 
biiu, and he would have given ihee living water." It 
mpoBHble for language to express mure explicitly. 
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that life is the Tree gift of God to e*«ry sinner, 
Ifarougb Jesus Christ. Now the witness to this glo- 
rious truth is God himseir, " the laitbful and true Wit- 
ness," Far from us be that gross insincerity which is 
ever leading men aside from the pltiin testimony of 
God, to coufer with flesh and blood : an insincerity 
which dares not openly and honestly avow its un- 
belief; but which, while assenting with the lip to the 
letter of the truth, proceeds in the heart to impeach 
its integrity and spirit, by seeking to discoTCr some 
hidden meaning, in which it can bo true only of a 
chosen number. Strange inconsistency ! which can 
bold that all men are responsible for (reading under 
foot the Son of God, and "counting the blood of the 
covenant wherewith he was sunctilied an unholjr 
thing," and yet deny that this blood was shed fur all. 
That the Gospel is preached to every creature under 
heaven canno' be disputed : therefore it may not be 
deemed fahe, but worthy of all acceptation, that God 
has in very truth freely offered unto all men eternal 
life, '* that whosoever believelb might be saved." But 
if the case be so, that there are men for whom tbe blood 
ef the Lamb was not shed, and yet that God calls upon 
these men to believe the record which he halh given 
of bis Son, say how are they to obey this call, unless 
the record be the truth of God to them also. Besides, 
if it be not true, how is it that God says. Believe, and 
thou Bhalt live? Since faith can never convert that intq 
a trath which was not previously true. For unless 
the gift of God contained life for all, and this gift he 
truly and honestly offered to the acceptance of all, 
ibe promise of life on believing would be a complete 
illusion to as many as were excepted. To repiv, that 
h3 
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«ven these, bad they believed, might have been saved, 
19 to " darken counsel by words without knowledge," 
and to cbarg;e upon God himself the sin of their un- 
belief: sioce, if faith be truly the gift of God, and if 
the blood of atonement be that life whiuh gives to firith 
its healing power, then, indeed, upon these persous 
Go6, having made no such provision for their faith, 
can have no such gift to bestow; and yet at their 
bands is required the obedience of faiih. Is not this 
to represent God as a hard Master, reaping where 
be has not sown f and is it not at open variance 
with the gracious character which the Apostle gives 
of our merciful Father, " who Kill have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth." However, in the instance before ws, it Is 
not merely said that there is life in the Son of God for 
all those who shall believe on bis name, — which is a 
glorious truth, though not the whole truth, — but also 
it is declared, that this life is for all men, and that who- 
soever will not believe this record makes God a Itar: 
proving thereby that God's message to the sinner is a 
truth nnto him as such ; and that, should be treat it as 
though it were a lie, and no truth, he does hy this very 
act account God fo be a liar. And what is the next step 
in the way of tbisdeceivableness of unrighteonsness ? 
To discover, that in ourselves either then present or 
in some way or other to be received by us, which shall 
distinguish us from the lost, and place us in the list 
bf those for whom Christ died. Alas ! how does this 
working with a heart which is " deceitful above atl 
things, and desperately wicked," render the darkness 
visible, and prove that the church has awfully de- 
parted from the simplicity which is in Christ Jesua. 



For, fn this state of nncertainty, it is most evident lUirt 
some given period must elapse before there can be 
present in themindany assurance of the forgiveness of 
ains. During wbicb period a man may pray, indeed, 
after tbe mannerof hisgod, the idulofbisimnginalion; 
but bow, without drawing near hi the lull assuranco of 
feith, can he expect fo be heard, and bow, without 
being heard, can he expect to receive, and what, 
without receiving, does be possess in himself or in 
his prayers that can satisfy the cravings of an im- 
mortal spirit? " If," says the Psalmist,"! regard 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." 
Here, at least, one might have imagined that the soul, 
left without this answer, which is (he sure tpsi of ils 
sincerity and integrity befure hira, would now be com- 
pelled to acknowledge ils sin, and confess the unbelief 
which had closed bis ear, so that be would not bear, and 
shortened his arm so that he could not save. But uo : 
in a system which is conversant with the intellect 
only, and which rests satisfied in creeds and articles 
of faith, there is no provision made for any test of the 
presence of Him who is " the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him." In such a state of mind, 
leanness of soul is no cause of self-reproach, or of 
secret mourning before God. It is but to think 
within ourselves, that all this is according to His will 
who knows what is best for us. And by this conve- 
nient system of placing our very barrenness, and 
God's silence towards us, in the list of the " all things 
that work together for our good," we do most effec- 
tually succeed in lulling to sleep the conscience, and, 
in appearance at least, sanctify the fruit of a dis- 
obedieut and gainsaying spirit', — a at.a\.« q^ &e^i 
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mjsterioasly awful : jet so it mast be, unlll ne are 
brought to acknowledge and believe that the " word of 
God is not jea and uay but yea, yea; even yea and 
ameD." And his witness unto every man's conscience 
is, " For every one that askelh receivulh, and he that 
seekelh_yfn(/eM, and to him that kuocketh il shall bt 
opened." Now, until we not only cease from con* 
sidering these sayings as mere words, but also leant to 
regard them as the mind of ihe unchanging and un- 
changeable God, " the faithful and true Witness," we 
can never be brought to believe that he who asketh and 
receiveth not, either " askelh amiss, that he may ex- 
pend it upon bis lusts," or asks in unbelief. " Butlet 
him ask in faith, nothing wavering ; for he that waver- 
eth is like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind, and 
tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive 
any thing of the Lord." It ii indeed sad, very sad, that 
men should thus be led to charge God foolishly with the 
nin that lieth at their own door, deceiving themselvee; 
and while boasting of submitting their will to his will, 
should be evidently unwilling to acknowledge, that the 
will of God is oursanciification ; and that it never can 
be the good pleasure of our Father to send us empty 
away, but rather to bless us, by opening our hearts 
to " receive out of his fulness, and grace for grace," 
according to " the measure of the gift of Christ," For 
herein is oar Father glorified, that we should bear 
much fruit ; so that " the life of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our mortal flesh." " Let no man, theDi 
deceive you with vain words ; for because of these 
things Cometh the wrath of God on the children of 
disobedience." But let every man give heed to hi* 
spirit, and see Ihat he prove his own work, and 
m shall he have rejoicing iu himself alone, and no( 
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in anotiier." For " every man shall bear his own ImrT 
den," " He that sowelb to the flesh shall of the flesh 
reap oorruptioi), but he that soweth to the Spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting." Sow, then, to 
yourselves in righteousness : reap in mercy ; break 
up your fallow ground : for " it is lime to seek the 
Xiord, till he come and rain righteousness upon you." 
" As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby;" receiving the en- 
grafted word with meekness, and with unlimited con- 
fidence. For what is confidence, but the faith which 
is of the operation of God ? and faith is assurance, 
and assurance that beginning of our confidence which 
we are exhorted to "hold stedfast unto the end, if 
we would be partakers of Christ." 

Can these things be so, and yet we continue to be 
such fools, and so slow of heart to believe all that God 
has spoken unto usf Or is it come to this, that it is a 
thing incredible with us that God should be true ? This 
be far from us ! Hearken, my beloved brethren, unto 
the voice of the Good Shepherd, who gave his life 
for the sheep ; and no lunger think it strange that for 
yon it should be written, " He that believeth on me, 
as the Scripture hath said, out of bis belly shall fiow 
rivers of living water." And despise not this most 
precious of gifts, because it is needed ; believe me, it 
is greatly needed : " For nation shall rise up against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there shall 
be eartbquaiies in divers places, and there shall be 
famines and troubles ; these are the beginnings of sor- 
Tows,"as the pangsof awoinanintravail(lThess.v.3). 
" But take heed to yourselves : for they shall deliver 
you np to councils ; and in the synagogue ye shall be 



beaten ; and ye shall be brought before rulers tmi 
kings for mj sake, for a testimony against them." 
" But when they shall lead and deliver you up, take 
no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither I 
do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given . 
you in that hour, that speak ye ; for it is not ye that 
speak, but the Holy Ghost.". ." Settle it, therefore, 
in your hearts, nut to meditate before what ye shall 
answer; for I will give you a mouth, and wisdom, 
which all your adversaries shall not be able to gains^ 
nor resist." 

And now, as most intimately connected with this 
subject, 1 beseech you, my brethren, to consider wfae' 
tber, between the Arminian and the worshippers of 
a limited atonement, however widely they may con- 
ceive themselves to differ, there does not really exist 
a point of agreement wherein these angry disputants, 
like Herod and Ponlius Pilate, can meet together, and 
agree to make void the counsel of the Lord. Do not 
they both hold that, on repenting and believiog, a maD 
is then only in that condition of right to approacb God 
with boldness, in which, according to the Scriptares^ 
he had been already placed by the sacrifice of Christ ! 
Snrelyin this matter it is of little moment whether the 
sinner claims to himself the entire merit of this work of 
preparation, or attributes it solely to a work of God's 
Spirit upon him, so long as the work itself is held tube 
a pre-requisite in order to possess a title to the love of 
God, and his acceptance of us. For it is obvious, that, 
by substituting for the work of Christ a work of the 
Holy Spirit upon our souls, as a ground or conditiun 
flf right, entitling us [o come through Christ to God, 
we verily become guilty of changing the whole re- 
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realed counsel and pnrpose of Jehovah in the work of 
redemption. And this guilt we incnr in the very face 
of the most lucid declaration of the mind of Christ, 
who, to every inquiry of " What shall we do that we 
might work the works of God?" answers, "This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on Him whom he hath 
sent" And this indeed is the only work in accordance 
with the will of God, whose mind is one, and whose 
commnndment shall stand. This work alone the Spirit 
of promise seals to every heliever, as his only and all. 
suf&ciejit preparation for coming into the presence 
of God. Every other work is but a counterfeit, and, 
as a counterfeit, will be found, on examination, to be 
essentially impure. lu the present instance the coun- 
terfeit is palpable enough, and the impurity of its doc- 
trine maybe easily detected lurking under the mask of 
a humility the very elements of which are uncertainty 
and perplexity ; and which confessedly, for a time at 
least, is a prey to doubtful thoughts, and the sport of 
alternate hope and fear. Yet the slave of sin abideth 
not in the bouse of his Lord for ever; " hut the Son 
abideth ever." Now all the children of God are sons- 
Butwhere is the freedom of a son, and where the spirit 
of adoption, without a full assurance of the remission 
of sins through Christ crucified ? Without this know- 
ledge of forgiveness, we cannot receive the Spirit of 
adoption, and can have no standing iii the house of 
God: for " other foundation than this can no man 
lay;" than which there is no higher that could be given, 
nolowerlhatcanbeaccepted.{lJohnii.l2,&c.) How, 
then, is this consistent with a system of donbting ? Be- 
sides, whenever a man is persuaded in his own mind, 
that the condition of a soul still in bondage, if not then 
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actually right in the sight of Gad, will yet become 
so after passing through a certain ordeal, iu order to 
the attainment of ils liberty, he must necessarily be 
driveo to regard assurance with the jealousy of sus- 
picion, and deliberately remove to the end what ought 
to have stood at the very outset of his Christian race. 
With the lip he makes his boast of failh in God, 
hoping, not believing, in the remission of his sins, but 
in his heart conscience condemns him. For the hope 
of God is not a hope that springs from a mind defiW 
by unbelief, but the hope which dwells with faith, and 
purifies the soul. Since ihe hope only that my sins 
are remitted, if it be honestly and canscieotiouslj 
entertained, must leave the soul a prey to fear, lest in 
the uncertainty of such a trust its hope prove de- 
lusive. Now, " fear has torment," and the presence 
of torment evinces an absence of that "perfect love" 
which " casteth out fear," and the presence of a " spi- 
rit of bondage again to fear." Can a hope like this pro- 
fit a sinner? " It is even as when a hungry man dream- 
eth, and, behold, he eateth ; but he awakelh, and bia 
soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreametb, 
and, behold, he drinketh; but bo awakelh, and, be- 
hold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite." Yea, 
it is much worse; for inasmuch as " he that sowelh lo 
the flesh shall of the fle&h reap corruption," even so 
will it fare with the man whose hope, being deSIed, 
perishes. Far difTerent is this from having " Christ 
formed in the heart the hope of glory, a hope which 
purifies even as He is pure." But it is impossible Ihat 
Ihe hope of one who is defiled and unbelieving should 
either cleanse or save the soul from sinning. A good 
ti^|iell;rougbgrace;-:-tbet9pewbicbarisesfrQmacIe{ii 



conseience, and that speaks out of a pare heart in the 
spirit of adoption ;— tbe hope of one who believingly 
rejoices in the prospect of the salvation ready to be 
revealed ; — this hope does purify. In cherishing this 
hope we cherish the mind of Christ, "who, forthejoy 
set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at therigbt baud of Crod," " from hence- 
forth expecting." Forthishope whichrestaon thepro- 
mise and the oath of God, "we have as an anchor of the 
soul, both sure and stedfast." It is the Spirit's vision to 
the soul of man of what his eye sees not yet, but for 
which he patiently waits (Rom.viii. 25). Thus, while 
his faith receives the word of promise as that bread 
from heaven " which givelh hfe unto the world," hope 
is the appetite by whtcb bis soul feeds on this bread, 
growing up into strength and activity. Even as it is 
written of our Lord, " Thou didst make me hope when 
upon my mother's breasts," This was that "joy set 
before the Lord" in the hope of which he lived ; which 
also is the strength of our hearts. And this hope 
is the believer's "helmet of salvation;" so tlaal his 
spirit, refreshed by hope, becomes like " a mighty man 
that shouteth by reason of wine ;" " but the fearful and 
unbelieving, &.c. shall have their part in the lake which 
bnrneth with fire and brimstone." Of the reasonable- 
ness of this judgment every man must be convinced in 
his conscience, who believes in the mercy as well as 
in the justice of the Lord; being conscious that the 
fearful and unbelieving are left in this condition, solely 
because they willingly retained a mind and conscience 
defiled by sin. For in this way was manifested the 
enmity of their hearts, in their rejection of the great 
BfllvatioD; passing by, as if it were acommon thing, the 
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blood wliich cleanseth from sio, and pooriag contemi)! 
upon the counsel of the Lord, in despising the Hope 
which saves. How long shall men continue in this 
treacherous indifference unto truth, which leads then 
to give a preference to tlieir own delusive ravings over 
the promises and the glory of God ? 

What multitudes, under the working of this holloT 
system, are daily taking courage from their cod victioa!i 
of sin ; and, with this preparation, a hoart heavily 
laden with a conscience of sins, presume to approach 
God, hoping in the end that, by their much praying 
and repenting, they shall be enabled to throw off the 
load which oppresses them, and so have an entrance 
ministered for them into the holiest! But how "can 
two walk together except they be agreed ?" and yet to 
this Huholy walk is given the name of wrestling with 
God, a striving to secure an interest in Christ, and to 
move the heart of God to love them, and their hearts 
to love God; instead of rejoicing in the full assur- 
ance of the faith, and understanding of the present 
love which God hath to them, and of bis righteousness 
which is " revealed from faith to faith." One is at a 
loss to conceive how it can be possible for men to be so 
far deceived as to imagine themselves possessed of a 
life to which, conscience must have told them they are 
niter strangers : and much less in the exercise jof a 
boly power derived from the Spirit of Christ, a power 
which, in their lives and with their lips, they actually 
deny; — and, what is yet more strange, how, in the 
absence both of the life and of the power of a risen 
Chiist, they should persevere in the same beaten path, 
still hoping to prevail with God by an incessant labour- 
ing after an imaginary fitness, which in their ignorance 
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they place exactly in that slate of restless uncertainty 
which renders them altogether unfit; because it che- 
rishes a heart ufiinbelier, whose dark spirit conceives 
hard thoughts, and gives utterance to bnrd speeches 
against God: since its language is, "Lord, I knew thee, 
that thou art an hard Master, reaping where thou hast 
not sowD, and gathering where thou hast not strawed." 
But will this ignorance of the true God be received in 
excuse for such sin '. will it even be admitted in palli- 
ation of its guilt '. so that a man may fearlessly proceid 
to trample under foot the Son of God, by despising the 
only right of approach unto the Father, which is re- 
vealed from heaven in the work of Him who on the 
cross exclaimed, " It is finished ;" a blood-bought 
right, and free to all: and if, in the price then paid, not 
purchased for all, then are all our attempts at seeking 
the preseuce of God not merely fruitless and un- 
availing, hut absolutely presumptuous. Cease, then, 
my brethren, from the heat of this vajn-gloriou:i; pur- 
suit, and no longer seek to compass a work in your 
own strength which God has already wrought for you, 
but " hear, and your souls shall live;" and he ye recon- 
ciled to God, whose debtors ye are: "for ye are 
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body and in your spirit, which are God's." And rest 
assured, tbat every step taken in this blind career of 
willing, and of running, and refusing to believe in 
" God who sheweth mercy," is hut a further depar- 
ture from that eternal life which standeth in the know- 
ledge of the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
he hath sent. " It is written in the Prophets, And 
they shall be all taught of God. Every man, there- 
fore, that hath heard and hath learned of the Father 
1 2 
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Cometh unto me." " I am the living bread wbich 
came down I'rom lieaven. If any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live ("or ever; and tbe bread that 1 will 
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of tht 
Korld," But the impure sacrifice which proceeds 
from a heart yet laden with sin and traosgreasigai 
and oppressed under a spirit of bondage, God cannot 
accept. Ue demands the free-will offerings ol' a heart 
believing in the remission of its sins through tbe 
blood of the Lamb, and rejoicing in tbe hope of his 
glory ; a soul full of holy love, aod delighting !n com- 
munion with Him, who is " of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity." and who cannot dwell with the mau in whose 
heart lodge vain thoughts, For"ourGod isa consum- 
ing fire:" be requirelh "truth in tbe inward parts:" 
" without holiness shall no man see the Lord." 

Meditate on these things; and " take heed," bre- 
thren, " lest there be in any of you au evil heart of 
uubehef in departing from the living God ;" lest, 
" vainly puiTed up by his Qeshly mind," any man 
among you should be enticed away from tbe spiritual 
service of God, and seduced into a " shew of wisdom 
in will-worship, and humility, and neglecting of the 
body ; not in any honour to tbe satisfying of tbe 
flesh." " For bodily exercise profitelh little : but 
godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come." 
" Be ye therefore an example of the believers in 
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity." Tbisknowalso, that "in the last days perilous 
times shall come ;" ' ' for the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine ; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap np to themselves teachers haviog 
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itehing ears ; and tfaey shall turn away ibnir ears from 
the truth, and shall be turned unto Cables." Upon these 
perilous times of the " last days " we have already en- 
tered; aud before us lies "a day oftrouble, and of rebuke, 
and of blasphemy : for the children are come (u the 
birth, and there is not strength to bring forth." " But 
wutch and pray." Watch ye in all things, endureaOlic- 
tions; and bewareof men; nor "follow their pernicious 
ways :" " these are murmurers, oomplaiuers, walking 
after their own lusts ; and their moulh speaketh great 
swelling words, bavlng men's persons in admiration be- 
cause of advantage... traitors, heady, high-minded, 
lovera of pleasure more than lovers of God. . . despis- 
ing dominion, and speaking evil of dignities." Be ye 
not like unto them, but " submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be 
to the king, as supreme ; or unto governors, as unto 
them that are sent by him for the punishment of evil- 
doers, and for the praise of them that do well :" "yea, 
all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed 
with humility." " Obey them that have the rule over 
you, and submit yourselves : for they watch for your 
sonls, as they that must give account." " Let as 
many servants as are under the yoke count their own 
masters worthy of all honour " { ITim. vi. 1 — 6) : [not 
excepting thefroward: 1 Pet. ii. 18; Titus ii. 9, XO] 
that the name of God and his doctrine be not blas- 
phemed. .And let them not despise them because they 
are brethren. These things teach and exhort. If any 
man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome 
words, the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the 
doctrine which is according togodliness ; he is proud, 
knowing nothing, but doling about questions and 
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stf ires of words, vhereDfcometheuvy, strife, railings, 
evil aurmisings, perverse disputitigs of men of corrupt 
minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain 
is godliness (seePhil. iii. 7): from such withdraw thy- 
self. But godliness with contentment is great gain." 
Finally, " Be ye all of one mind, having compassion 
one of another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be cour- 
teous : not rendering evil for evil, or railing for 
railing; but contrariwise blessing; knowing; that ye 
are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a bless- 
ing." Now, who these blessed of the Lord are, ye 
well know : how they walk as being poor id spirit, 
as those that mourn, as raeek, as hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, as being merciful, pure 
in heart, and peace- makers ; being reviled and per- 
secuted for his Name's sake : and how theirs is " a 
pure religion, and undeliled before God and the Fa- 
ther ; visiting the fatherless and widows in their afflic- 
tion, and keeping themselves unspotted from the world;" 
" and that through much tribulation they must enter 
into the kingdom of God ;" counting it all joy, when 
they fall iuto divers temptations. " Be patient, there- 
fore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold 
the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruits of (he 
earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receivethe 
early and the latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh." 
And to my dear brethren, beloved of the Lord, 
in communion with whom my spirit has been oft re- 
freshed, I send this word of salutation ; " Grace be 
with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Fa<- 
ther. in truth and love." Brethren, I greatly rejoiae 
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to hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast ia the Lord, 
and walk in the Spirit, dwelling together in love, and 
striving together for us in your prayers. " Let bro- 
therly lo¥e conlinne ;" and be at peace amoug your- 
selves : that so, strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might, ye may watch unto prayer. " For we 
wrestle uot against flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in hea- 
venly places." " But it' God be for us, who can 
be against us?" "Quit you, then, like men, and 
be of one heart and of one mind;" giving thanks 
to the Father, who, in love to us, gave bis only Son, 
the Soil of his bosom, to be a sacrifice for our sins ; 
that we in love to Him might present our bodies a 
living sacrifice for his Name's sake. And to this end 
the grace of God wliicb bringeth salvation to all men 
hath appeared ; "teaching us, that, denying ungod- 
liness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righ- 
teously, and godly in this present world ; looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us, that He might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and ptirify unto himself a peculiar people, zea- 
lous of good works," 

"Brethren, pray for us, that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto us 
the spirit of wisdom and revelation, in the knowledge 
of Him : the eyes of our understanding being en- 
lightened; that we mav know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of Ihe glory of his inherit- 
ance in the saints, and what is the exceeding ffreatness 
of his potoer to usward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, which he wrought ia 
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Christ, when be raised Limfrom thodead ;" that so«e 
may " be filled witb all tiie fulness of God ;" aud that, 
"being strengthened with all migbt, according to his 
glorious power, unto all patieuce and loDg-suBeriDg 
with joyfulness," your hearts also may be glad when 
ye hear of our love in the Spirit. 

Brethren, " Rejoice in the Lord alway ; and again 
1 say. Rejoice. Let your moderation he known unto 
all men. The Lord is at hand." " Put on, iherernre, 
as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
long-suffering ; forbearing one another, and forgiv- 
ing one another; if any man have a cjuarrel against 
any, even as Cbristforgave you. so also do ye. And, 
above all these things, put on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts; to the which also ye are called 
in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word ef 
Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom ; teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms, and hymns, 
and spiritnal songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord. And whatsoever yo do in word or deed, 
do all in the Name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by him." Yea, " do all thingi 
without murmurings and disputiugs, that ye may be 
blameless and harmless, as the sons of God witfanut 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse natioii. 
Among whom shine ye as lights in the world, holding 
forth the word of life," 

" Now unto Him that is able to keep you from faU- 
ing, and to present you faultless before the presence 
of bis glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise 
God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and ever. Amen." 



ADDITIONAL NOTE— p. 61. 



"AsD ibe Scripture, fbreaeeing that God would justily the heathen 
through iaith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, saying, 
In thee shall all natioDs be blessed ; so then they which he al 
feilh are blessed with feilhful Abraham ;" from which it is plain 
that the Abrahamic covenant was a dispensation of grace, and 
consequently of life. The knowledge of this trulh throws con- 
siderable light on the Apostle's argument, wherein, speaking as 
in the person of Israel, a son of Abraham and the father of the 
Jews, he says, " For I was alive without the law once " — that is, 
when under a dispensalioo of life; and such was the Gospel 
preached to Abraham : " but when the commandment came sin 
revised, and I died; and the commandment which was ordained 
unto life I found to be unio death ;" because the law under which 
Israel was placed, when considered as being in itself the only end 
purposed by the great Lawgiver, ministered death unto the people. 
And here a most important question arises, " What advantage (hen 
bath the Jew, or what profit is there in circumcision ? " For if 
when without law the Jew was alive once, that is, under a dis- 
pensation of life ; but had now, when the commandment came, 
found death by the revival of sin under a dispensilion which wa^ 
a ministration of death ; it might fairly be concluded that his 
condition under the former dispensation was preferable to hia con- 
dition under the latter. And so, indeed, it would have proved 
bad his standing before God been determined by ihe character of 
the dispensations themselves. For example, had the dispensation 
of grace determined the life of every individual under it, without 
a reference lo faith or unbelief in that grace which was revealei 
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lo liica therein; or had the law, which, contemplated in itself 
alone, was a mioiatration of condemnation (2 Cor. iii. 7—9), 
sealingthedeathofcTery individual, irtespeciiveof his wiUingnwi 
to enter into the faith, unto which he was shut up by the law it- 
self, which preached unto him Christ as its sole end ; since ihede- 
sign of God in placing Israel under a law was not, thai he should 
trust to the commandment for life, but to Christ, the Mediator, 
in whose hands it was placed. For " the end of the command- 
ment is charity, out of a pure heart and of a good conscieoce, and 
of faith unfeigned." Now faith rests on the promise, and not on 
the law ; because " the law is not of faith, but the man that doelh 
them shall live by Ihem." Neither is it the law, but the sprinkling 
of blood, which cleacses the heart from an evil cixiacieoce- Hence 
we learn, that " holding faith and a good conscience " is the end 
of the old commandment which was from the beginaing; and 
which in the Gospel is said to be new, because " the darkness is 
past, and the true light now shineth " (1 John ii. 7, 8), For on 
the morn of Christ's resurrection, the shadows of night under the 
lawfied frombefore the bright shiningof the light which then arose, 
lAshering into day life and imniottality. The law and the coraniaDd- 
ment being thus ordered, with respect to the justification of those 
living under them, the question of advantage is easily answered. 
For it was " much every way, chiefly that because unto ibem were 
committed the oracles of God," containing promises to the nation, 
to the fulfilment of which the faithfulness of God is pledged, and 
vrhich faltbfuluess cannot through the unbelief of some be reodNtd 
ineffectual. And the profit of circumcision was equally great, since 
it is declared to be not only a sign unto Abraham, but also " a smI 
of the righteousness of the faith which he had, yet being undreten' 
cised." And the purpose of God in this transaction is distinctly re- 
vealed to he," that he might be ihe father of all them that believe, 
though they be not circumcised (being Gentiles), Ihalrighteousnex 
might be imputed unlo them also ; and the lather of circum- 
cision to Ihem who are not of the circumcision only (Jews out- 
wardly), but who walk in the .steps of that faith of our biber 
L Abraham, which he had yet being uncircumcised " (Rom. iv. 
10 — 1 3). So that circumcision became a seal of the righteousness 
of faith to every Jew who walked in the steps of his father Abra- 
Iwu. Wherefore the Jew had the form and k 
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truth in the lav ; and provided be ceased IVoin resting in its letter, 
and obeyed ila voice as his schoolmaster to bring liim unto Christ, 
then although in his wiilk before God he still kept the law, yet 
virtually he became delivered from its dominion, and was really 
brought under grace. Such were all the " remnant according to 
the election of grace," who, while they kept the law, were evidently 
delivered from its curse, llial heavy yoke of bondage of which Peter 
complains, that " neither our fathers nor vre were able to bear ;'' 
"but [even we who are of the circumcision] we believe that 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall he saved even 
as they." For unless the true Israel, the circumcision of the Spirit, 
had received this freedom from bondage, how could they have 
ever been in a condition to answer the call of their Father, " My 
son, give mo thy heart?" Surely it can only be by the removal 
of the curse, and the surrender of the heart lo God, that all 
his children enter upon that willing service which is perfect 
fieedoin, and receive that Spirit of adoption which is altogether 
incompatible with a spirit of bondage. And when the Jews, mis- 
taking the nature of this freedom, magnified himself before the 
Lord, boasting of his fleshly descent from Abraham, " We be 
Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man, How 
gayest thou then. Ye shall be made frBe?"the Lord, in his reply, 
warns tliem against this besetting sin, arising from thepride of Heshly 
descent ; and directs their attention lo the very thing in which their 
bondage lay, sin in the flesh ; that leprosy of the heart which, un- 
seen, infects the whole mass, and from which man would fain turn 
the eye of his conscience, to look for it in something outward ; but 
the rank poison that lurks within cannot remain long concealed : 
" For he that committethsinis the servant of sin. And the servant 
abidelh not in the house for ever, but the son abidcth ever." Who 
then is this servant? The home-born slave of sin, whose enlarge- 
ment cannot arise from any nobility of the flesh; — since " that 
which is born of the flesh is flesh ; for they that are after the Resh 
do mind the things of the flesh ; so then they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God ;" — but from the Spirit of adoption : " and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit," and minds the things of the 
Spirit. Now " lo be spiritually minded is life and peace." if, 
therefore, the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. Sin, 
then, and the service of sin, constitutes that oppressive bondage. 



which cuts tu off from the house of the Lord ; and r^teoosiM^ 

onaccouDt of wbLch "the Spirit is lire," sets uafree from this joke, 
and gives as liberty of access into the presence of God, to dwell ip 
his house forever. " If ye continue in my word, then are ye mj 
disciples indeed ; and ye sliall know the tiuth, and the truth shall 
make you free." The Jews, however, grounding their hope of free- 
dom on being die seed of Abiabam, gtill persisted in this camil 
boasting of having Abraliam to their father; to which our Lotd 
aoawered, " If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works 
of Abraham.'' Now two at least of these works are most evident ; 
the firsl, from circumcision, wliich was itself a seal of the righteous- 
ness of faith ; and the ne»l, from our Lord's declaration, " Your Si- 
thef Abraham rejoiced to see my day; and he saw it, and was glad." 
We see, then, thai the yoke of bondage docs not lie in the out- 
ward observance of any ceremonies, whether under the law or 
oUaerwise, but in the curse ; as it is written, " The sting of death is 
sin, and the strength of sin is the law." Tliis fact is capable of 
being confirmed by what is stronger than any argument,— ilie proof 
which arises from experience, and which is placed within the reach 
of every man ; for lei a man in the spirit of bondage eonscienliouslj 
set himself to observe Moses ; or, shoald he aliU imagine (his to be 
the only yoke, then let him lake the two commandments on which 
hang the Law and the Prophets; and, provided be is in good 
earnest, slriving lo obtain life from obedience, he will soon be 
compelled to acknowledge his mistake, and lo confess thai the 
one is as certainly a yoke of bondage as the other, and both 
alike an intolerable burden. What further proof is needed lo 
make every man feel that his bondage is not to be sought for 
in the burden of ceremonies, however numerous and grievous in 
dieraselves these may be, but that il is lo be found in leokiog 
!o obtain life by the works of the law ? And that liberty is just 
the receiving of life as ihe free gift of God in Christ Jesus, 
who eschaoges this yoke of our bondage for bis yoke of love. 
Now for any man to place this yoke soldy in circumcision and the 
customs of Moses is a deception, which leads, if I err not, lo 
many erroneous thouglits on the true nature of our liberty in 
Christ. It is lo forget that sin and Ihe curse are ihe real bondage, 
and the slave of these that servant who is cast oul of his lord's 
house; and tliat there can be no deliverance from this captivity 



and these chains for either Jew or Genlile, but in becoming dead 
10 the law by the body of Christ, This, indeed, Js our real eman- 
cipation, QUr freedom from the law of sin and death ; a. liberty 
stamped with the image of God, and bearing the impress of that 
only true circumcision which is " made without hands, in the 
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision 
of Christ:" a truth which the tathers had been already taught by the 
iiga of circumcision, but which shines forth with a brighter lustre 
in baptism, which is our buria! with Christ, " wherein also we are 
risen with him, through failh of the operation of God, who haih 
raised him from the dead." " Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are 
become dead to the law by the body of Christ ; that ye should be 
married to another, even to Ilim who is raised from die dead, 
that ye should bring forth fruit unto God." For as blood is the 
life of the ftesh, and was given upon the altar to make an alone- 
inent for our souls, cleansing the conscience from all sin ; so the 
resurrection is the manifested lite of both body and soul, cleansing 
the whole person from sin and all its effects, and justifying us in 
the sight of God ; as it ia written, " Who was delivered fur our 
offences, and raised again for our justification." The resurrection, 
therefore, is our final triumph over sin and Satan ; " swallowing up 
death iu victory." Williout it there can be no hope of glory : " For 
if Christ be not raised, your fiiith is vain ; ye ureyef in your situ. 
Then they also who are bllen asleep in Christ are perished." 

Rightly to understand the true nature of our liberty in Christ 
will assist us in comprehending, why a Gentile convert under (he 
Gospel should be prohibited from coming under circumcision, 
and yet the Jew be permitted to walk therein : because the 
former, having never been placed under circumcision, could 
not voluntarily engage himself to observe any part of the law to 
which circumcision had respect, without becoming a debtor to do 
the whole ; since in him it could only be regarded as an act 
of will-worship, having a direct tendency lo call in question the 
perfect obedience of his Lord, who is the only true circumcision 
for him (Col. ii. 11 ; Phil. iii. 2, 3), by supposing a something 
which still remained to be done, and which was required at his 
hands. Besides, as notliing short of complete obedience can satisfy 
the demands of the law, we cannot possibly charge ourselves with 
the doing of the least work without becoming responsible for the 



whole : " For nhoaoever shall ke«p the nbole law, and y^ r^tai 

in one point, is guilly of all :" whereas the Jew, llTintt under the 
law, but now redeemed from ita curse, and by the hearing of faith 
receiving the ministration of the Spirit, had still perfect liberty «( 
conscience to observe llie customs without any violation of a com- 
mandment of God; bat, on the contiary, as one who walked in the 
tme spirit of adoption. This explanation satisfactorily accoanlafor 
the conduct of the Apostles 3Dd of the primitive churches in Judea, 
who evidently did not teach the Jews among the Gentiles to forsake 
Moses; "but they themselves also walked orderly and kept the 
law"(Act3 s»i.20— 34). This truth is suikingly confirmed hythe 
contrast which their instructions to the Gentile churches present: 
" But as touching the Gentiles, we have written and concluded 
that they observe no such thing :" teaching us this important les- 
son, tliat in Jesus Christ " neither circumcision availeth any thing 
nor uncircumcisioD, but a new creature." " For of a truth God is 
no respecter of persons, but in every nation he that fearelh God 
and worketh righteousness is accepted with him.'' It is impossible 
for language to set forth tn plainer terms the present equality of 
fooling on which stand both Jew and Gentile in the kingdom of 
Christ ; and that henceforth in Christ all conltdence of the ftesh 
arising fi'om outward distinctions and privileges is for ever abo- 
lished, of which we have a memorable example in the person of 
tlieAposdePaul :" If any other man Ihinketh that he hath whereof 
he might trust in the desh, I more " (Phil. iii. 4—12) : because it 
is written, " Cursed is the man who Irusleth in man, and inaketl) 
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord." For 
our trust is in the righteous arm of Jehovah, suffering the losaof all 
things, that we may " win Christ and be found in him, not barii^ 
ourown righteousness, which J8of!he)aw,btit that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faitli." Hk 
it was who, " blotting outthehandwritingof ordinances which wa< 
against us, which wsx contrary to us, took it out of the vray, nailing 
it to his cross; and havingspoiled principalities and powers he made 
a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it." What greater 
liberty than this can the heart of man desire, what more distin- 
guiihed privilege can he abtain,what higher and nobler honour can 
he enjoy,thanlo enter into an exceedmggreuand an eternal weight 
of glory? And in this fold of thegood Shepherd there Is neither dli- 
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tinctionof "Jew not Greek, circumcision 
barian, Scythian, bond dot free; but Christ b all and in all." Since 
there is but one Spirit, and that a Spirit of holiness ; as tlie great 
Apostle of the circumcision testified when making this confession 
before the assembled church, "And God, which koowelh the hearl* 
bare ihem witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, e»en us he did 
unto us ; and put no difftrence between ut and lAem, purifying their 
hearts by faith." It was on this ground of there being no difference 
thai St. Paul reproved Peter, when by his example he was compel- 
ling the Gentiles to live as do the Jews ; because he, a" Jew by 
nature, and not a sinner of the Gentiles, knowing that a man is not 
justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, 
had himself believed on Jesus Christ for his juatiiication.'' "Seeing 
it is one God who shall justify the circumcision ty J'ailA (through 
the law), and the un circumcision tArougIt faith (without the law). 
Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid. Vea, 
we establish the law." Because by faith we receive Christ into 
our hearU, who is our righteousness in the law ; a rigliieoustiesa 
which is the life of our spirit ; inasmuch as for i;s he " condemned 
sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." " Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is God that 
justifie(h. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, 
yea rather that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from 
' the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecutioo, or 
bmiike, or nakedness, or peril, or sword 1 As it is written. For 
thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors, through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor tilings [o come, nor height nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, whicli is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

Once more, Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans, distinguishes 
between those who are, and those who are not, the cliildren of 
fdJthfiil Abraham. Like our Lord, he acknowledges Israel after 
the fieah, but denies that as such they are the promised seed ; 
" For they arc not all Israel which are of Israel : neither be- 



cause they are ihe seed of Abtaham, are they all children i'tSf 
In Isaac shall Ihy seed be called." To cut off all occasion of 
glorying in the ilesh from those who might seek occasion, die 
Spirit of the Lord gives this commentary on his own word: 
" That is, they which are the children of the flesh, these are not the 
children of God : hut ihe children of the promise are counted for 
the seed :" " (or the promise that he should be the heir of thi 
world was not lo Abraham or to his seed, through the law, bui 
ihrough the righteousness of faith." " Now to Abraham and lai 
seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of 
many ; but as of one. And to thy seed, which is Christ." So thai 
" if ye be Christ's, then are ye Ahrahftm's seed, and heirs aecordini 
to the promise." And we become Christ's when quickened fay 
our Spiritual Head ; because we then become as truly regenerated 
by him, with his seed remaining in us, as we have ever been gene- 
rated by our earthly father, and with him made partakers of fle^ 
and blood. Now between these children of promise and thenaluial 
seed of Abraham there is all the difference that exists between 
flesh and spirit, and the same contioued enmily. To the carnal 
Jew, when he laid claim lo God as being his father, our Lord re* 
plied, "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father 
ye will do." And that greatest of prophets, who came to his people 
in the spirit and power of Ellas, warned them against this infalt^ 
alion of (he flesh ; " O generation of vipers, who hath warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet 
for repentance : and (hink not to say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father : for I say unto you, that God is tMe 
of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham." And our 
Lord further adds, " Every plant which my heavenly Father has 
not planted shall be rooted up. Let them alone, they be blind 
leaden of the blind ; and if the blind lead the blind, boih sliall fell 
into the ditch." Ah, how sad, very sad is this witness againai all 
men 1 that he who made the world should have come into the 
world, and the world should not have known hitn — tliat wheif he 
came unto his own his own should not have received him 1 " Bui 
as many as received him, to them gave he power to become thr 
tons of God, even lo them that believe on his name : who were 
bom not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of Ihe will of 
man, but of God." And now is the hour " when ihe true worship- 



pen iI)bU worahip the Father in spirit and in truth : for the FnlhM 

Sceketh such to worsliip hitn. God is a Spirit, and they that 
worship him miisl worship him in spirit and in trulli." For " how 
can two walk together except ihey be agreed!" 

My dear brethren, far be it from a Genlile to deny unto the Jew 
the advanta^ of hia national blessings or the profit of circum- 
cision. Most fully and unequivocally are all these privileges ad- 
mi tted, and that to" Israelites pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, 
and thecoTenant3,andthegivingof thelaw, and the service of God, 
and the promises ; whose are the fathers, and of whom 09 concern- 
ing the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed far ever. 
Amen." But the conscience of every honest man will, and must pro- 
test against the insinuation, that to assert all men to be equally free tn 
Christ, is to detract in the least from this admission. And whether 
men will hear, or whether they will forbear, the truth must be set 
foTlh with alt boldness. And the truth declares, thai all are, and 
cannot but be, upon au equality of footing in the body of Christ j 
unless a something in the fiesh may be added to the righteousness 
of God, enliding a man to a certain degree of pre-eminence in his 
kingdom ; or haply giving him a better right to compass the altar 
of his God with acceptance, in ihe very face of every declaration to 
the contrary, testifying that "God is no accepter of persona." But 
this may not, cannot be. It is, then, as an elect nation, tliat Israel 
possesses privileges which the heathen, who are" without hope, and , 
■without God in the world,"' do not possess. But how, if ihey " be 
liearers only, and noldoera of the word, deceiving their ownselves ? 
then tribulation and anguish upon etery soulof man that doeth evil ; 
of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile." Again, should their mer- 
cies lead them to "look into the perfect law of liberty, and continue 
therein,'' will their circumcision entitle them to a higher standing in 
Ihe body of Christ than the Gentile convert! Assuredly not; for the 
Scripture adds, " But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that 
worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to Ihe Gentile; for there 
ii no respect of persons viith God." It is " not by blood, nor by (he 
will of the flesh, nor by the will of man," that the aiimer can be 
profited; "the flesh profitethnothing;"but itisbylhegraceofGod. 
To he bom of water and of the Spirit is the only entrance into the 
kingdom of God, and the only way to any pre-eminent distinction 
therein J for now the gift of tlie Spirit, and not circumcision, is the 
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true sealof God. Whatever difference of opiDion ii 

may exist belween Jew and Genlile,this one fact muatbeadniiuei 
by both (lince it stands on ioconirovertible ground), that Abraham, 
being a Gentile, as such was justified byfailh ; and tbal aflerwati 
be received the sign of circunicisioii,'a seal of the righleousnessot 
the failh which be had" jet being uncircumcised," This Gospel of 
God justifying the healhen through faith, ever was, as it still con- 
tinues to be, the only Gospel preached either to Jew or Gentile; 
of which truly circumcision is a standing memorial, disclaiming nil 
merit in itself, as though men were to be justified by it, or eien 
necessarily with it; but on the contrary, distinctly prraduog 
justification without it : even through Christ, who is " thai Seed of 
For the blessedness of ite 
of iniquitiea, and the covering of 
sini. " Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not Impute 
sin." And ihis blessedness comes alike on circumcision and ud- 
circumcision (Rom. iv. 9), because ihe promise was not to mam 
kind through the law, but through the righteousness of failh, It 
existed previous to either circumcision or the law: these indeed 
are only adjuncts resulting from the promise, and given to maK 
as a pledge and security for its fulfilment. Because circumcisiog, 
like the needle to the pole, pointed most truly and continually to 
" Jesus Christ, a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, 
to confirm the promises madeunto the fathers;" and that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy ; as it is written," Forthiscausel 
will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. 
, . . . And again Esaias sailh, There shall be a root out of Jesse ; 
and he that shall rise to reign over die GeiUilei, in liim shall the 
Gentiles trust." And the law also set forth the righteousness and 
faithfulness of a covenant God in the promise which he had given 
to Abraham : but lest man should presumptuously dare to 
Lower the standard of its holiness by vainly imagining himself to 
be capable in bis own strength, of compassing God's altar, seek- 
ing life from obedience, it was so ordained that from llie beg;in- 
ning it was placed in the hands of a Mediator, even Jesus, who 
fulfilled [he conditions contained therein ; on which conditions the 
promises of God rested, since " without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord." The law, iheicfore, so far from being contrary to, was a 
gracious provision for, the accomplislnnent oflhe promises, that die 



blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles, " that we niiglit 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith :" for the ministration 
of the Spirit is God'a tidiest, greatest, and best of gifts ; eren the 
Comforter, dwellingin his temple the church (John. xvi. 7). Now this 
promise was made to Abraham as father of the faithful, and to his 
seed, which is Christ. " And this I say, that the covenant which 
was conlinned before of God in Christ, the law which was four hun- 
dred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make 
the promise of none effect. For if the inheritance be of the law, 
it is no more of promise, but God gave it to Abraham by promise. 
Wherefore then aerveth the law ? It was added because of Irana- 
gressioo, till the seed should come unto whom the promise was 
made. This, then, was the purpose which the law serred j to 
continue the knowledge of God till the seed should come. Men 
by their muldplicd transgressions, had lost this knowledge; but 
the law revived the knowledge of his name, and discovered to 
men the eiceeding sinfulness of their sin, in revealing the holiness 
which was required of all lliose who sliould approach unto God, 
who is a spirit, and who can only be worshipped in spirit and in 
truth, even in " the beauties oF lioliness." It also prepared men to 
understand and appreciate the work of his servant, when as Me- 
diator between Godand man, he should come to establish the truth 
of God and so"eonfinn the promises made unto the fathers," 
which were suspended upon the fulfilment of the law. "Think not 
that I am come to destroy the Law and the Prophets ; I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil." To ensure its fulfilment, " ibe^law 
was ordained by angels in the hands of a Mediator," even Christ ; 
who is " the end of the law for righteouness to every one that 
believeth," and " declared to be the Son of God with power, 
accordntg lo the Spirit of holineia, by the resurrection from the 
dead," proving lhat"lhe Spirit is life because of righteousness." 
Accordingly the Prophet says, " By his knowledge shall my Righ- 
teous Servant justify many ; for he shall bear their iniquities." 
Of this Mediator Moses was a type; and truly said unte the 
fathers, " A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unlo you of 
your brethren, like unlo me : him shall ye bear in all things what- 
soever he shall say unlo you. And it shall come to pass that every 
soul which will not hear tliat I'rophet shall be dutroyedfrom among 
the people," Besides there is litis most remarkable difference, which 



U traced by the Holy Spirit between God, who gave 6it piMMN, 

and Messiah in whosi; haad the taw was placed. " Now a. Me- 
diator is not a Mediator of one, but God is one :'' for there ia " one 
God, and one Mediator between God and menjtheManChrislJeBin;'' 
teacliing us, (hat in the mailer of the promise God is one, acting 
independently ; since he alone, in ihe person of the Godhead, vu 
concerned in the bestowal of this promise upou Abraham ; because 
eternal life is of grace, the free gift of God to man. But in the mUl«[ 
of the law, which is of works, Ihe Mediator is Tjol one, but a Mediator 
between two parties, God and man, Immanuel, God with us ; Job'i 
Paysman,who,takingholdnf both natures, lays his handi upenbotb, 
reconciling both unto God. And ihus,a{ter opening the door of meity, 
by satisfying the justice and establishing the truth orGod,he loreMt 
satdonn"at the right hand of the Majesty on high ; being madeio 
much better than the angels, as he hath by inberitaace obtained a 
more excellent name than tliey." " Wlierefore God also has bifbly 
exalted him.andgivenhim a name which is above every narae;tbU 
at the nameofjesuij every knee should bow of things ia heaven, ind 
things in earth, and things under the earth ; and that every umgae 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory irf God 
Iht: Father." Hence, in the exaltation of Jesus to the thioaeoi 
God, an ererlaslin; rigliteousnees is brought in, by which the 
law is magnilied and rendered honourable ; and which, by eiti- 
blishing Ihe law, so far from disannulling, makes room for ibc 
wider diffusion of Ihe promise. " for tlie Uw made Qothiugpef- 
feet; but (he bringing inof abetter hope did, by the which wedtaw 
nigh unto God." And thus unto the truth and faithfulness of Cod 
Jesus becomes the faithful and true Witness. It was well said by 
the children of Israel, in that Uiey required a Mediator betweoi 
them and their great Lawgiver, " Behold the Lord our God 
hath shewed us liu glory arid his greainess, and we ha*e heard his 
voice out of the midst of the fire : we have seen tliis day that God 
does talk with man and he livelh. Now, therefore, why should 
we die ? for this great fire will consume us : if we hear the voice 
pr the Lord our God any more, then we shall die. For who ii 
thereof all flesh that hath heard the voice of the hviug God speaking 
out of the midst of the fire as we have, and lived? Go ihou near, 
and hear all that the X.ord our God shall say ; and speak thou uolo 
us ail that ibe LoTd our God shall speak unto tliee, attd we will 



near asA io it, be. And the Lord said, I have hnrd the irolee of 
the wolds of this people, which ihey have spoken anto thee ; they 
have well said all that they have spoken." 

Surely enough has been said lo commend lo every man's con- 
acienee the Catholic doctrine, every where taught throughout the 
Scriptures, of that oneness of spirit which pervades the whole 
body of Christ, by the presence of the " Holy Ghost which dwell- 
eth in us." This oneness of fellowship with the Father, and with 
Ills Son Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit, is plainly revealed 
in 1 John i, 3 ; Phil. ii. 1 : also a oneness of love with the Father 
and with the Son, and of glory in the kingdom of the Son of Man, 
John xvii. 11,21, 24; being joint-heirs with Christ. This fellow- 
ship with Christ in glory should have taught both Jew and Gentile 
10 " (brbearone another in love,endeavouringlokeeptheQnity oflhe 
spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and otie spirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of yout calling ; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism : one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all." There is, however, yet another 
consideration which ought to have led both Jew and Gentile to 
walk humbly before God in fear and trembling. The Jew, — 
because his people, after tilling up the measure of their iniquities 
by shedding the blood of their Messiah, are still visited for their 
transgresuons, suffering under the righteous indignation of an 
oBended God, the monutnents of hit justice and judgment : since 
" as concerning the Gospel, they are enemies for our sakes." The 
Gentile, — because this severity of God towards the Jew is by the 
Holy Spirit exhibited unto him as a salutary caution againithisfall- 
iDg away after the same enample of unbelief, "Behold, therefore, 
the goodness and severity of God; on [hem which fell severity; but 
towards thee, goodness; iflhou continue in his goodness: otherwise 
Ihon also shalt be cut off." What then is that good olive from 
which these branches of the Jewish nation have been broken ofT, 
and tioia which the Gentiles, if they take not warning, are in 
danger of being cut oiT* This is a question of much moment, and 
demands our most earnest attention, that we may understand what 
(he Spirit says to the churches. After declaring that God out of 
these broken-ofT branches had reserved unto himself a remnant ac- 
cordinglolhe election of grace, as in the daysofEliatt, he next pro- 
ceeds to warn the GenlHes, lest, in looking lo the severity of God'a 
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against Iheit containing anj such remnant. " Forif the litst-fruiis be 
holy (Christ the firsl-fruits), the lump is also holj," the whole elec- 
tion of grace ; (ihey that are Christ's at his coming, iCor. iw.as); 
" aiid if the root be holy (Abraham not as a flesh father, but as 
father of the faithful), so are the branches ;" all ihe children of 
promise, Jew and Gentile, " even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call." (Horn. ix. 8.) "Andifsomeof I he branches be broken 
oif, and thou being a wild Dlive-tree, wert graSed in amoDJ Ihen, 
and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olin-tree, 
boasl not against lhebranches"(Roro. xi. 17,18). Now this olive- 
tree is no other than the church of Christ, of «hich Abrahim ii 
said to be the root, because the covenant of promise, containing ibe 
Gospel, was given to Abraham alone of all the childrea of men; 
even to biro and h his seed, not after the flesh, but after the Sl^ril, 
For the church, having the Gospel of the kingdom, under the ml 
of circumcision, naa establislied with Abraham alone, and hb 
seed ; that through him the Gospel might be preached to ill 
Rations. Afterwards, it was limited to the the temple service U 
Jerusalem, " for salvation is of the Jews ;" and the word of 
God which came out from them unto us, is the word which ii 
jiow preached to every creature under hpaven. " Woman, believe 
me, the hour cometh when ye shall neither in this mountain, not 
yel at Jerusalem, worship the Father .... when the true worship- 
pers shall worship the Father in spirit and in trulh,^br tbe Fatkrr 
SE£KETH sKck touioTsliipkim." And for this important change ibe 
Jew ought to liarebeen prepared. It is most distinctly stated by 
our Lord : " For the kingdom of heaven shall be taken from you, 
and given Ic a nation, bringing forth the fruits thereof." Now, 
indeed, in whatever kindred, or people, or tongue, or nation, Ihe 
children are fouod abiding in Christ, the seed of promise, with 
this seed remaining in them, there is planted a church of Chri«l . 
and there are Abraham's children, nearer and dearer lo him than 
are the children of the flesli : nearer, for theirs is a unity of apirit, 
and a oneness of fellowship with the Father and witli his Son Jesua 
Christ ( dearer, for Ihey are brethren, atid continue in the love of 
the Father and of the Son, who loved them unto death, and has 
commanded them to la lout one another. So that, although wild 
by nature, ne yet become contrary lo nature grafled in, and pai< 
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tekenofdit root auKklnMSorthealire'tree. Therofore, " bout 
not against the branches." Nothing, indeed, can be more unseemly 
than for llie cliildren who have been ingralfed from a wild Etocic 
into a gorid olive-tree to rise up against the broken-otf, but 
natural, branches of the same olive, at the very time they are 
partalcing of the daily bounties of their Father's table. *' Bat if 
thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root tbee." Art thoir 
templed to say in thine hearl, "The branches were broken off, 
that I might be graffed in:" well, be it so; " because of unbelief 
they were broken off;''vthat theni "Thou slandest by ftiiih." 
Failing in thi.i, thou art lost for ever. Since thy generation i* 
from above, and thy birthright is to be a son of God. Sell this, 
and all it gone; for ihy flesli bears no mark, the sign and pledge* 
from God to thee, as to the children of Israel, that a day is coining 
when thy people sliall he recovered from unbelief, and restored 
to their inheritance. Then " he not high-minded, but fear ; for 
if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also 
spue not thee. They also, if they bide not still in unbelief shall 
be graffed in, for God is able to graff them in again." Since 
there is a greater propriety in again graffing into its oven good 
olive a natural branch than a wild olive, which is contrary lo 
nature, " how much more shall these which be the natural branches 
be graffed into their own good olive-tree?" "For I would 
not, brethren, that ye should be ignoraal of this mysteri/, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits ; that blindness in pari has 
happened to Israel, (because the remnant, according to the election 
of grace, are excepted from this slate of blindness, see verse 7), 
until the fulness of the Gentiles (the election) be come in. And 
90 all Israel shall be saved ;" when the kingdom is restored to 
Isiael, and the kingdoms become the Lord's. Since, as " touching 
die election they are beloved for their fathers' sakes. For ilie 
gifts and calling of God are without repentance," that is, change of 
purpose. " O Ihe depths of ihe riches, both of the wisdoni and 
knowledge of God I How unsearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out I " True it is, that on account of tliis na- 
tiooal deliverance out of the hand of their enemies, and restoration 
lo their own land and temple, the Propbeiscall upon the whole earth 
to break forth into singing, by reason of the blessednesa which 
ttaiotigh them is to come upon the nations. For this event also 
" the wliole creation gioanelh and trataileth in ^aiti lastptlMit mwA 



aow." But its blessedneis is not auspendfld oii Una Mp^^^^Es 
;et is this its chief expectation ; because " the eainesi expectaiion 
of the creature waiteth for the manirestalion of the sons of God," who 
DOW have received the Spirit of adoption, and shall then be revealed 
with Christ in glory. It is ihii, aod this only, unless they be re- 
probates which constitutes the glorious hope of the bap tiled, whether 
Jew or Gentile; ofwhich hope the national redemplioa of the Jews 
forms bul a small part, however inseparable from it in tbe conn- 
seia of the Lord. For t!ie inheritance of the saints is not iimiled to 
thelandofCMiaan; since to be ajoint-heir with Christ is "to inherit 
all tilings :" it is that heirship of the world, which is oot to Abra- 
ham and his seed through the law, but through the righteouioesi 
offaith; because " we have an altar, of which they have no right 
to partake uiho serve Ike tabernacle." Neither can this hope ariM 
from blood, the natural condition of man ; nor yet IVora the will 
of the Hesh, such as fleshly descent, circumcision, or carnal ordi- 
nances ; still less, from the will of man, walking after the lijbl 
of his own wisdom and prudence, " sparks of his own kind- 
ling;" hut from God who shewelh mercy, and who, having passed 
&e sentence of death upon all flesh, wills its daily crucifixioa 
through the Spirit ofHim" who hath reconciled us in the body of 
his flesh through death, to preseul us holy aod unblameable, and 
unreproveable in his sight :" " if ye continue in the faith, grounded 
and setiled, and be not moved away from the hope of the Go^t 
which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creatun 
under heaven." 

My dear brethren of the Hebrews, beware of the concision : 
" not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men " 
that turn from the truth ; lest ye exalt youraelves in the church of 
God, as though circumcision were some mark of pro-eminence over 
the other members of the body of Christ ; for, with you at least, 
"then is the offence of the Cross ceased " (Gal. v. 1 1). Neither 
boast ye yourselves in the body of the Lord as though you possessed 
any superiority over your Gentile brethren, by reason of your being 
the seed of Abraham according to the flesh ; lest by so doing you 
place a stumbling-block before tlie weak of the flock, seducing their 
souls intoakindof veneration foranearthly parent, and the service 
of the flesh: lest with the kisses of Absalom in the gate, by your 
good words and hit speeches, you steal away the heart* of the 
Irenoflhe King from the love of their heavenly Father, and of 
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theit kbert; in Chmt Jesus " "ho hath brokeo down the middia 
wall of partition ; bating abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments in ordinances ; for to make tnhimiell'of 
twain one new man, «o malting peace," " that the Gentilea should 
be Jeliow-heirs, and nf the same fiorfy, and partakers of hit pro- 
mile by the Gospel." And ye. Gentiles, graEfed into the good olive, 
and so become the true ciFcumcision, which is the "circumcision 
made without hands, in putting otf the bod; of the sins of the llesli 
by ihe circumcision of Christ ;" take heed that ye also put no 
stumbling-block before your brethren of the Jews, who, professing 
lo be justified by failh in Christ, do yet feel IhemselTes at liberty 
to walk in circumcision ; lest by enslaving Che conscience of a 
brother you bring him into bondage, and so mar the work of God 
in hia aoul. Bret'iren, if it be illfficall for the strong to bear with 
the weak, remember it is no less so for the weak to bear iviih tlie 
strong. See Rom. xiv., wlierein the Holy Spirit sels before us 
the injurious effects which result from placing a slumbling-block 
in the way of our brother ; " 1 know, and ara psrsuaded by the 
Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to !iim that 
esteemelh any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean, But ifthy 
brother be grieved with thy meal, now walkestthou not cliarilably. 
Dfstroy not him with thy meat, for whoia Christ died." Nor less 
offensive in the sight of God is that harsh judgment which would 
bring a brother into bondage by denying him the libeily of obey- 
ing his conscience. Hearken, my brethren, in this matter, unto 
the voice of God, " Let not him thai eatelA despise him that 
eatelh not ; and let not him that eateth not judge him thai eateth ; 
fot God hath received him. Who art thou that judgesi another 
man's servant? to his own Master hestandelh or fallelli. Yea, lii^ 
rfiall be holden up, for GoJ is able to make him stand." Now 
let every one be fully persuaded in his own mind. For it is le- 
quired of every man to seek Ihe glory of God wit)i singlenes<i 
of eye, putting his trust in the Lard alone ; so thai, whether he 
regardeth the day, or regardeth i! not, it should be unto the Ixird ; 
even as it should be with him that eatelh, and him that eateili 
not: "Whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 
For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, ihui 
he might be Lord both of the dead and living. But why dost 
thou judge thy brollier? or why dost thou set at nought iliy 
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fcftllrtr ? for we (hall all stand before [he judgment-wat of ChiUt. 
... .So then, every one of us shall give an account of himieU 
to God. Let us not, therefore judge one another any more: 
but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling-block, or an 
iiccasioQ lo fall, in his brother's way." -' For the kingdoin of God 
is not meal and drink, but righteoasnett and peace aad joy m lAt 
holt) Ghoit." " My little children, let us not love in word, nei- 
Ihcr in tongue, but in deed and in truth. And hereby we knon 
that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him, 
FoT if our hearts condemn us, God ia greater than our hearts, and 
knoweth all things. Beloved, if our hearts condemn us oot, then 
have we confidence towards God." And is it not said, if any of 
you lack wisdom, " let him ask of God, Ihat giveth to all liberally 
and upbraideth not ; and it shall be given him ;" even as " it is 
written in the Prophets, And they sliull be all taught of God: 
Every man, therefore, that hath heard, and hath Uumtd of the 
Father, cometh unto me." Cotne then, and be ye do longer of a 
doubting mind j but rest assured, that " if any man will do hil 
will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God :" for il 
cannot be, but that " lie who dwelteth in the secret place of the 
Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty," " Ht» 
place shall be the munition of rocks : bread shall be given him; 
his waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall see the King ia his- 
beauty ! they shall behold the land that Is very far off." 

When the disciples besought tlie Ixird to send away the Syio> 
phoinician woman, because she cried after them, He answered and 
said, " I am not sent hut unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 
And to her ceaseless importunity, which would not take a denial, 
he answered and said, " O woman, great is thy faith ; be it unto 
thee even o) thou wilt." And how cheering to his heart roust hav« 
been that foretaste of the travail of his soul, when, looking upoD 
those Greeks who had sought his presence, he exclaimed, " Tlie 

hour ia come, that the Son of Man should be glorified And 1, if 

I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me," 0, all ye, my btetlueni 
who have been thus drawn to Christ, " if ye be indeed risen witli 
him, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitleth on the 
tight hand of God. Set your affections on things ahove, and not 
dn things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is iiid wiUi 
n God. When Christ, who, is our life, shall a| 
1 ye also appear with bim ingtory." 
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My di^ttmihren of the Hebrews, know ye not thai ye are tha 

children of the reiurreclioa ? Walk then as dear children in llie 
spirit and power of your risen Lord : " looking diligently, lest any 
man feil of the grace of God ; lest any root of biiteroess springing 
np trouble yoa, and thereby many be defiled : lest there be any 
fornicator or profane person, as Esun, wlio for one morsel of meat 
sold lus birthright." Would ya too sell your birthright, the glorious 
inheritance of Christ risen 1 Look to your nation, set as witnesses 
for the'Hope of the resurrection, which is most evident from the 
announcement of the name of Jehovah as the Ood of Israel. On 
which our Lord observes, " Now that the dead are raised, eren 
Moses shewed at tlie bush, when he calieth the Lord the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob: for ho 
is not a God of the dead, but of the living ; for all live unto him.'' 
And this feet of a resurrection was in a manner submitted to the 
senses of men by the translations of Enoch and Elijah ; and in a 
fig;ure, by Abraham receiving his son Isaac from the dead. More- 
over, the consumption of the victim, and its allenition of structure 
by Are, proved tiie purification and new existence of the sacrifice ; 
and that in the resurrection, whatever change it might undergo, it 
would stilt be recomposed of the same elementary particles. Also 
the carryingupof Joseph's bones out of Egypt into the land of pro- 
miss typified the resurrection unto ihe " rest that remaineth for the 
people of God " in Ihe " inheritance of the saints in light." The 
blood of the bullock of the sin-offering to make an atonement for the 
high priest and for his house prefigured the person of our great High 
Priest, and "the blood of the covenant where with he was sanctified :" 
while the censer full of burning coals from off the altar before the 
Lord,andhishandsfullofsv>eet incense, beaten small and brought 
within the vail, foreshadowed the sweet incense of His burning love 
and meritorious obedience, perpetually ascending up with accept- 
ance before Oie throne of Jehovah, whose holiness is a consuming 
fire: and the incense put upon (ii;_/ire before the Lord,thBttheclDud 
of ineanse may cover the mercy-seat, that is upon the testimony sets 
forth Christ " an offering and a sacrifice to Cod for a sweet-smelling 
savour,"wh03e incense covers with its presence the mercy-seal. And 
the blood sprinkled upon the mercy-seat eastward, and before the 
mercy-seat seven times, signified that " without shedding of blood 
there is no remission of sins." AUo the blood of the goat of tlie 
sin-o8ering, brought within the vail, and sprinkled upon the merc^<i 
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seat and before the mercy-seal, lo make an atonemenl for all the 
congregation, lepresenled the ledemptton of the whole church by 
blood : while the scape-goat, bearing away their mm, which were 
confessed over bLs head into a land nol inhabiledi > land of forget* 
fulness, preached unto (hem that there was no more remembmnce 
of sina : and the bird dipped in the hlood of its lellow, and winging 
its flight into the sky, announced the liberty of the captive from sia 
and death. Thia doctrine of the rt^urreclion was also taught in 
llie law of the first-born, who were all redeemed unto the Lord 
with money. " Sanctify unto me all the first-born ; whataoerer 
openelh the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and 
of beast, it is mine." To this Peter alludes : " Forasmuch at ye 
know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible thiDgs, as silver 
and gold, from yaiir vain amveraalloH rtctived by tradition froni 
your lathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb 
without blemish and without spot." And in ihe land of £gyp[ all 
the first-born of Israel, saved by Ihe blood of the paschal lamb, 
typically passed through death to life. Afterwards, instead of the 
first-born of tlie children of Israel, and the firstlings of their Hock 
God chose the tribe of Levi, and their cattle, to represent Ihe 
"church of the first-born," with their High Priest at their head. 
For in the first-born lay " the excellency of dignity, and the ex- 
cellency of power." Therefore God's message lo Pharaoh ms, 
"Israel is my son, even my first-born; and I say unlo ihee, 
Let my son go, that he may serve me ; and if thou refuse to let 
him go, behold, I will slay ihy son, even thy first-born.'' Aodthr 
Gospel says, " Out of Egypt have I called my Son :" directing our 
attention to the type, which did not shadow forth the mere fact of 
Ae coming up of God's firai-horn out of Egypt; but a far deeper 
nyslery, even his coming into the condition of our flesh, pteligured 
l^ tbe darkness and bondage of Egypt, in order lo serve under the 
law ; and, though an heir, yet a servant, under tutors and gover- 
sots, unlil the lime appointed of the Father ; until, as our Paschal 
Lamb, lie was slain for us, and was again brought back from the 
dead, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, and becune 
the Firrl-begotteD from the dead. Therefore "God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of his Sou into our hearls, crying Abba, Father." The 
history of these IrantactioDS, when compared with Rev. Kii., uolblds 
the same mystery; "The woman, being with child, cried, Ira vail- 
itig in birth, and pained to be delivered....And the dragon ttaod 
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before "tfie woman, which was leidy to be delivered, (orWdeTOiU 
her child as soon as it was born," Thus, when Israel, God's tirst- 
born, was yet, as it were, in the womb of the cbureli, and ready to 
be bom, Phuraob and his magicians witlistood Moses, the seivant of 
God. They wrought signs, for" they cast down every man bis rod, 
and they became serpents ;" they turned the waters of the Tivers into 
blood, and brought up frogs also upon the land, &c. Moreover after 
the typical death and resurrection of her Rrst-born, who had been 
redeemed by blood, the church fled into the wilderness. For the 
children of Israel went in hasle out of the land of Egypt. So, 
likewise, after the delivery of a man-child aiid the " child mas 
caught up unto God and to liia tlirone ; the woman fled into the 
wilderness." Again, as Pharaoh with bis armies in great wrath 
pursued the church through the Red Sea, which, opening hec 
mouth, swallowed them up; so "the serpent cast out of his 
mouth water as a flood afler the woman, that he might cause 
her to be carried away of the flood. And the earth helped the 
woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the 
flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth." On this subject I 
may remark — what I conceive to be applicable to the church in 
these ioal days, — lliat sbe has now come under a vrorse than 
Egyptian darkness and oppression. And as of old, so now, to 
prevent her cry from entering into the ears of the Lord, and to keep 
her so employed, that she may not have leisure to look out for his 
deliverance, the enemy exclaims, " Ye are idle ; ye are idle ;" 
driving her to seek for straw wherever it can be found, yet dimi- 
nishing nothing of the usual tale of bricks. But the Lord has seen 
the oppression of bis people, and coming down will deliver them. 
And what is their victory ? Lei Egypt lell, who witnessed the sal- 
vation of the first-born by blood. Blood, not now needed to be 
shed, but certainly to be applied afresh to cleanse the conscience 
from sin. "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and 
by the word of their testimony." Therefore the enemy will strive 
hard to tempt us to pass by the cross ; for there, he knows, is 
deliverance ; and thence we rise with our risen Lord into the free- 
dom of the sons Of God. It is of these sons who are about to be 
born unto God, and whom the enemy waits 1o devour that he says, 
"I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust shall 
be satisfied upon Ihem ; I will draw my sword, my hand shall 
destroy ihera. Thou didst blow with ihy wind, the aea. <»■»««*. 



ir encouragemetit, " When the enemy ahall c 
like a flood> the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard ajalnst 
hira :" as then alsu shall the first-bom of the cliurch be delivered ; 
" an exceeding great and mighty array." Therefore " speak anUi 
the children of Israel, that they go forward. " 

Strangely perverse is the heart of man, that, from the testimony 
of God in the heavens, can turn to die lesliraony of man ; the pre; 
of men, the slave of Satan, in love with sin,and proud of the chains 
which bind his soul to earth. Howavgfully sad is such astatel aad 
yet unto this truth all history bears its solemn witness. l.oot at 
the heathen nations : how arc they immersed in gross darkness, 
and sobjecled to Ihe most debasing idolatry ! And as for us Gen- 
tiles, with the exception of a small remnant, ire have every where 
corrupted the truth through our lie, cleaving to the Iraditi 
and, lo ! in our day, a naked infidelity has reared its gigantic head 
which, under the guise of wisdom, leads its votary captive to what 
is proudly vaunted to be a rational service ; but which in tri 
an idolatry, artfully disguised by the rejeclionof a visible forn 
exterior homage. Eehold also Israel apostate, and outcast boia 
under heaven : her sister Judah a captive in Babylon ; while y«t 
the Jew, in the pride of his heart, claims to himself the sole know- 
ledge of the God of Israel, because of his having Abraham ti 
Father. Hon fondly does he cleave to carnal ordinances, raaking 
his boast of cLrcumcisioiii against which he daily offends, by ceas- 
ing 10 walk in the steps of the father of circumcision. Holding 
hat the traditions of the elders, he makes void the commandmenls 
ofGod:"walking after the flesh, and notaftei the Spirit:'' alter that 
(Jesh which is the sin of Babylon ihe great, with which, howeve 
may differ in name and dress, it is still one in spirit ; even with that 
mother of harlots which, in ages past nursed on the superstitions 
hp of an august and venerable antiquity, has long since bera 
ushered into manhood, emblazoned with the glittering pageantry 
of pompous ceremonies and saintly forms ; those lying vani 
the fond relics of many a fitbled record and dark tradition. 

Brethren of tlie Hebrews, your own Prophets lell you that " 
ransomed of the l.ord shall return, and come to Zion with song* 
and everlasting joy upon their heads : they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away:" " For in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord 



bath said." But do they not add, " 6«hold t will send my mes- 
senger, and he shall prepare the way before me ; and the I/ird 
whom ye seek shall suddenly come lo his temple, even the Mes- 
senger of the covenant whom ye dplight in : behold he shall come, 
saith the Lord of Hosts. But who may abide the day of his com- 
ing, and who s/inll stand when he appeareth!" Again, "Woe 
unto you thai desire the day of ihe Lord ! To what end Is it for 
you ! The day of the Lord is darkness, and not light. As if a 
jnan did flee from a lion, and a bear met him ; or went into the 
house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him.'' 
Surely destruction, and not deliverance. Is for all those who are 
trusting to the flesh. And futdier, that it will be a day of judgment 
great and lerrible, may be seen by a reference to the Prophet, 
Zech. liv. Big with theexpeclalion of a national deliverance, and 
led on by the will of the flesh to trust in God as a respecter of per- 
sons, the Jews shall be gathered together at Jerusalem ; when God, 
jealous for the glory of his name, will there plead wiih his people, 
and destroy the rebels from the midst of his congregation ; and will 
consume the flesh and all sin in the remnant who are saved: for yet 
Ihey shall receive of those living waters of which they now refuse 
10 drink. As it is written, " And I will pour upon the house of 
David, and upon Ihe inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications; and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him as one moumeth for 
liis only son, and shall be in bitterness for bim as one that is in 
billemess for his first-born." 

" If, says the Lord, when I bring a sword upon a land, the 
people of the land shall take a man of their coast, and set him for 
a walchman : If, when he seelh tbe sword come upon the land, 
he blow the trumpet and warn the people j then whosever hearelb 
tbe sound of the trumpet and taketh not warning, if the sword 
come and lake him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. 
He heard Ihe sound of the trumpet and took not warning, hi$ 
blood ."hall be upon him ; but he that taketh warning shall deliver 
his soul." Behold now, and see if Immanuel, boneof our bone and 
flesh of our flesh, taken from the very midst of our coast, be not 
tbe true Watchman, whom the Lord has raised up for his people 
Iirael : whose trumpet has blown and sounded an alarm in Cod's 
fcoly mountain. " The lion halh roared : who will nol fear ? The 
lord God bath ipokeii : who can but prophecy V Y*ii»" lji^'a& 



tbilantsof the tand tremble; for the day of the lAtd a 

«li, for it is nigh at hand." And now, should the Captaia of oar 
salralion lift up his alandard, and unfurl his banner would ont 
hearli leap for joy 1 Yet this is our hope in the day that Cometh. 
But if otherwise, "then hear ye, and give ear ; be not proud, for the 
lord halh spoken : give glory lo the Lord your God, before he cause 
darkness, and, while ye look for light, he turu it into the shadow 
of death, and make it gross darkness. But if ye will not hear it 
my sou! shall weep in secret places for your pride, and mine eyes 
shall weep sore and run down with tears, because the Lord's floti 
is carried away captive," Turn ye lo the strong-hold, ye prisoners 
of hope; for already the "rulers ofthe darkness of this world "trem- 
ble on their tottering thrones, and their vast dominions, drunk with 
madness, reel to theirdread,their final overthrow. Already the con- 
summation of God's irrevocable decree is at hand; and presently 
the voice of holy joy and exultation shall be heard, rending 
the heavens with a shout of triumph, " Babylon the great is bllen, 
is fallen. ,. .Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apo- 
rtlei and prophets ; for God hath avenged you on her." In sweet 
response, harmonious, the voices of the tens of thousands of thou- 
sands blest harpers, harping with their harps, swell the grand 
chorus, as they joyful sing, " How is come salvation and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the power nfhU Chrttt. Now 
are the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ ; and he shall reign for ever and ever." 

" Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; even lift ihem up, ye ever- 
lasting doors ! and the Kinf of glory shall come in. Who is 
this King of glory ? The Lord of hoais, he Is the King of glory ; " 
even Jesus, the "Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven," 
whowasthe "Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief ;''blessiitg 
with his parting breath the hands that pierced him, — entreating his 
enemies to enter into his rest, that, suffering with him now, when 
the evil day Cometh, they may not be moved by theaeaffliclions ; for 
yourselves know thai we are appointed thereunto. "And the Ltrnl 
make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and 
loaard all men, even as we do toward you : to the end he majr 
eftablish your hearts unblaraeable in holiness before God, eveo our ' 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all hi»H" 
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